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15 January 2015
Closing date for on time applications

• Paper applications to be returned to:  
School Admissions, Cheshire West and Chester Council, Wyvern House,  
The Drumber, Winsford, Cheshire, CW7 1AH.  
Paper applications must be received by this date to be considered as ‘on time’

• Online applications must be submitted to the Authority by this date.

16 April 2015
Notification of offers

• Offer letters notifying parent/carers of school place offered sent out by post  
to parents/carers who have applied using a paper application.

• Online offers made available for parents/carers to view, e-mail offers sent  
to those who have requested this when setting up their account.

5 May 2015
Parents/carers must accept or decline the school place offered. 

If accept/decline not received by this date  
the authority reserves the right to withdraw places. 

18 May 2015
Closing date for on time appeals

Appeals received by this date will be heard by 20 July 2015.

Timeline for Applying for a Reception School Place  
for September 2015

1 September 2014
Parents/carers can apply for a school place 

Online
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/

admissions

Paper 
Application Form is contained  

in Section 5 of this booklet 

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions
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Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to the Cheshire West and Chester Council 
‘Starting School 2015/16’ booklet. Starting school is a very 
important and exciting stage in your child’s life. This 
booklet provides you with all the important information 
to help you through the process of applying for a school 
place.  I hope that you find it helpful and informative 
when deciding on your school preferences.

Please read the information in this booklet carefully before 
making your application. This will ensure that you 
understand the timescales, how your application will be 
processed and how decisions about applications are made.  

It includes information on schools maintained by Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. It also includes information  
on Over Hall Primary School which became an Academy 
on 1 September 2013, University Primary Academy 
Weaverham which became an Academy on 1 January 
2014, Oak View Primary Academy which became an 
Academy on 1 April 2014 and St Bernard’s Catholic 
Primary School which became an Academy 1 June 2014. 

The online application facility was very successfully  
used last year. Of the primary applications received  
for the 2014/15 academic year, 93% were made  
online in Cheshire West and Chester. The online  
facility is available until midnight on the closing date  
of 15 January 2015 at www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/admissions. Applying online offers you many 
benefits. In particular you will be able to view  
your offer online on the published date. 

You may however prefer to complete a paper 
application form which can be obtained by telephoning 
0300 123 7039 The closing date for applications is  
15 January 2015. It is very important that you submit 
your preferences by this date to ensure that your 
application is not disadvantaged. 

If there is anything about the process that you are 
uncertain of when completing your application you can 
contact the Authority for assistance on 0300 123 7039. 

I would like to wish your child every success as they start 
their education at primary school and I am really looking 
forward to hearing about and sharing in your child’s 
successes.

With all good wishes, 

Gerald Meehan   
Strategic Director of Children & Young People’s Services
Cheshire West & Chester Council,  
HQ, 58 Nicholas Street, Chester,  
Cheshire CH1 2NP
Tel: 0300 123 8 123 
Textphone: 18001 01606 867 670  

The information in this booklet relates to the 
school year 2015/16. Although correct at the date 
of printing (August 2014) there may be changes 
before or during the 2014/2015 school year and 
in subsequent years.

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions
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Key to symbols used throughout this booklet

The following table illustrates the symbols and colours 

used within the booklet and provides their definitions.

Community non-denominational schools  

Cheshire West and Chester Council  

are responsible for the admission  

arrangements for these schools. 

Voluntary Controlled – Church schools 

Cheshire West and Chester Council  

are responsible for the admission 

arrangements for these schools. 

Voluntary Aided Schools – Church schools 

The Governors of the school are responsible 

for the admission arrangements for these 

schools.

Academies   

The Academy Trust is responsible  

for the admission arrangements  

for these schools. 

Free Schools   

The Free School Trust is responsible for the 

admission arrangements for these schools

Information 

Where you see this sign we recommend  

that you take particular note of the 

information provided before completing  

your online or paper application form.

AC

FS

VA

VC

C

3

School Admissions Team,  
Cheshire West and Chester Council  
Wyvern House 
The Drumber 
Winsford  
Cheshire CW7 1AH
Tel:  0300 123 7039  
Fax:  01606 288793
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Step 1: Applying  
for a School Place
Before expressing a preference for  
a school place it is important to make  
a realistic assessment of your child’s 
chance of gaining a place in your 
preferred school (s).

The information in this booklet is intended to help you 
understand the arrangements for the admission of children 
into schools in England. It will explain your rights of 
responsibilities and will answer many of your questions. 

As required by law, Cheshire West and Chester Council 
makes arrangements for parents and carers to express 
their preference for the school where they wish their 
child to be educated and an opportunity to give reasons 
for their preference before any places are offered. The 
co-ordinated admissions process provides a way for 
ensuring that as far as it is practical, every parent living 
in an English local authority area receives a single offer 
of a school place on the same day. 

All English local authorities are required to provide a 
common application form (CAF), which allows for at least 
three school preferences, for parents and carers resident 
with an authority. All school preferences must be 
included on the home authority’s form.

• You can express up to three preferences for any 
English Authority School/s. 

• You cannot express a preference for a school in 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland or abroad. Please contact 
the relevant authority. 

• In addition, you cannot apply for a place at an 
Independent (Private)School. Please contact the 
school directly.

Compulsory School Age

Children reach compulsory school age at the beginning 
of the term following their fifth birthday. 

Child’s  
fifth birthday

Compulsory 
School Age

1 September - 31 December Spring 

1 January - 31 March Summer

1 April - 31 August Autumn 

Under the Council’s policy, however, children may start 
school the September following their 4th birthday. 
Therefore, children born between 1 September 2010 
and 31 August 2011 are normally admitted to school  
in September 2015.

Applications for admission, and any appeals, are 
normally considered in relation to the availability  
of places in the child’s chronological age group.  

Applications should be made in the normal way 
however, if parents/carers wish their child to start school 
out of their chronological age group ( i.e. delayed entry) 
they should apply for a place as normal but accompany 
their application with their request. The admission 
authority of the school/academy will then review your 
request and you will be informed in writing if entry into 
the wrong chronological year group has been agreed. 
Please note that almost all children in Cheshire West and 
Chester are educated within their correct chronological 
year group.
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Deferred Entry

If your child is due to start school during the next 
academic year, it is important that you apply for a place 
for September. If your child’s fifth birthday is between the 
months of September and December, then, if you wish it, 
admission may be deferred until January; if it is between 
January and April, then admission may be deferred until 
the start of the summer term though it is likely to be in 
your child’s interest to start no later than January. 

Applications for deferred admissions must nevertheless 
be made by the published closing date. 

Delayed Entry

For children born between 1 April and 31 August 
parents/carers should contact the authority for advice if 
they wish to consider delaying their child’s entry for a full 
year. It is advisable that if parents/carers are considering 
this option that they apply in the child’s chronological 
year group to ensure that they are part of the process 
should they decide not to delay their child’s entry. The 
vast majority of children in Cheshire West and Chester 
are taught in their chronological year group.

To help younger children adjust to school, schools may 
propose to phase full-time admission over the first four 
weeks of term, admitting these children on a part-time 
basis. However it should be noted that parents have the 
right for their child to receive full time education from the 
start of September and that they also can request that 
their child attends school on a part-time basis until the 
child reaches compulsory school age.

How do I Apply?
The Authority will only discuss details and the outcome 
of the application with the applicant. Any enquiries 
received from someone who is not the applicant will 
need to obtain written consent from the applicant for  
the authority to release any information. 

The Council invites you to submit three preferences  
on your application.  

There are two ways to make your application.  
These are;

• On line application
• Paper application

On Line Applications

Benefits to Online Application

For the 2014/15 admissions round, 93% of primary 
applications received by Cheshire West and Chester 
Council were made on line. There are many benefits  
to making an on line application including;

• Applicants can view their offer on line on  
the published offer day (rather than waiting  
for the offer letter to be received in the post)

• It is quick and easy

• You can apply from home 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week

• There is no risk your application will be lost  
in the post

• You will receive an e-mail confirmation that your 
application has been received.

• You can request to receive your offer of a school 
place by email

How do I apply on line?

Visit: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions

• You will be required to create an account. It is 
important that you keep a note of your password  
and security question and answer as this will be 
required to access your account when viewing  
the outcome of your application on offer day.

• Once you have given your details you will receive an 
email to verify your email address which will include a 
link to the system to complete your online application

• You will receive an acknowledgement email  
once you have pressed the submit button for  
your online application. If you do not receive an 
acknowledgement email confirming that your 
preferences have been received, you must contact 
the authority as soon as possible as this may indicate 
that your application has not been received. 

If you have submitted an online application, you 
can make changes to your application prior to the 
closing date. However if you return to your online 
account to make any changes this will 
automatically withdraw your previous application. 
You must therefore, after making any changes, 
press the submit button again to ensure this new 
application is received by the Authority. Another 
e-mail should be received to confirm the receipt 
of this new application.

More details regarding on line applications can  
also be found on the website.
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Paper Applications

A paper application form can be obtained by telephoning  
0300 123 7039 If you require an acknowledgement that 
your  paper application has been received you will need  
to send a stamped addressed envelope with your 
application form.

Closing Date for Application

All applications must be received by the authority 
by 15 January 2015. Please take into 
consideration when posting a paper application 
allowing enough time for the application to reach 
us by the closing date. Any applications received 
after this date will be treated as a late application 
unless the local authority considers that there are 
good reasons for the application being late. 
Further information on late applications can be 
found on page 13 of this booklet.

What if I need help with my application?

Please contact the Authority on 0300 123 7039.  

Where do I get help if my child has a 
statement of special educational needs/
Education, Health and Care Plan?

The Information Advice and Support Service provides 
impartial information for parents on special educational 
needs policy and practice; an Independent Parental 
Supporter who can offer personal contact and support; 
information on voluntary groups and other sources  
of help. 

The service is available to parents whose children have 
special educational needs, as soon as their needs are 
identified and at any age from the early years until they 
leave school. 

Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 requires the 
governing bodies of all maintained schools to admit a 
child with a Statement of Special Educational Needs/
Education, Health and Care Plan that names their 
school. Academies will normally be subject to a similar 
requirement through their agreement with the 
Department for Education.

For contact details, please see section 4 of this booklet.

Issues to be considered before 
completing your application 
(where applicable)
Residency: Applications for school places are 
considered on the basis of the child’s current place  
of residence (i.e. where the child wakes up between 
Monday to Friday). This address must be stated  
on the application.

Proof of address and residency will be required, 
and the Council retains the right to withdraw any 
place offered on the basis of a fraudulent or 
intentionally misleading application or where 
there has been an error during the application 
process.

Moving House

Parents and carers must inform the Authority immediately 
of a change of address, even if details of a future change  
of residency were included on the application form. Please 
note: the address stated on the application must be where 
the child is currently residing and not a future address.

The Authority will require supporting evidence to show that 
the place of residency has changed, documents required 
are , tenancy agreements (if applicable), council tax and 
utility bills child tax credit or child benefit documents and 
any other information considered relevant to the 
application, including disposal of previous property. 

Your address and criteria will not be changed 
unless the supporting evidence is received. 
Information and supporting evidence must be 
received by 24 February 2015. Proof of residency 
received after this date will not be used for the 
initial allocation of school places, however, will be 
used for correspondence purposes and later in 
the process i.e. for waiting lists and appeals if 
necessary. 

Please note: Parents and carers are responsible 
for notifying the Authority when the house move (as 
stated on the application form) has taken place. 
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Parents and Carers with Shared 
Responsibility for a Child

Where parents/carers have shared responsibility 
for a child the place of residency will be 
determined as the address where the child resides 
for the majority of the week (e.g. where the child 
wakes up between Monday to Friday). Full details 
must be submitted in writing at the time of 
application to enable the Local Authority to 
determine which address will be used for the 
purpose of admission. A panel of officers will 
consider the information provided. Where the Local 
Authority is unable to reach a decision based on 
the information received, e.g. where the child lives 
equally with both parents, the address provided for 
claiming Child Benefit and where appropriate, 
Child Tax Credits will be applied to the admission 
application. In such circumstances, documentary 
evidence must be provided. Any delay in receiving 
any required information or documentation will 
result in the Local Authority determining residence 
for the purpose of admission based on the 
information available to it’.

Only one application will be considered for  
each child. In the event of two applications  
being received for a child the Local Authority will 
consider only the application  from the parent/
carer with whom the child resides the majority  
of the time unless  a copy of a Court order is 
provided which contains specific direction 
regarding the child’s education.  If the child 
resides with two parents/carers equally and  
both submit  applications, then neither will be 
considered and the parents/carers will be asked 
to agree a single application between themselves 

Where a parent who is not the applicant wishes to know 
where their child/ren has been allocated a school place, in  
the first instance  the parent should contact the applicant for 
information. The authority cannot release this information  
unless legal proof is received that allows the authority to do so.

Attendance at a Nursery or Pre-School 
Co-Located Children’s Centre

Admissions procedures for nursery education  
and school aged education are completely 
separate. Attendance at a nursery class in a 
maintained school or Academy, pre-school or 
private nursery on a school site, co-located nursery 
school or a co-located  children’s centre does not 
therefore  guarantee admission to that school.

Parents of children who are admitted for nursery 
education will still need to apply for a place at  
the school and all applications will be considered 
in accordance with the relevant published 
admission arrangements. Please note: for 
Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools, 
attendance at the school’s nursery class does not 
form part of the local authority’s Oversubscription 
criteria and will not be considered when 
assigning a criteria.

Travel Arrangements

Travel arrangements are an important consideration 
when you are making your preferences. It is your 
responsibility as a parent/carer, to ensure home to 
school travel arrangements are in place. Very few 
primary children qualify for travel assistance through  
the Local Authority. For further details please refer to 
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schooltransport 
or call the School Transport Team on 0300 123 7039. 
Transport applications should be made by the end of 
May for the following September.

Where parents choose and accept places at out of area 
schools, they do so on the understanding that any 
associated transport are their responsibility.

School Transport

It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that their 
children get to and from school at the appropriate time 
each day. In the case of pupils of statutory school age 
who attend their nearest suitable school and live beyond 
the statutory walking distance from it, the Council will 
provide free school transport.

NB Please note that the Council’s School Transport 
Policies are reviewed and are therefore subject to 
change. For the latest information please visit www.
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schooltransport or  
call the School Transport Team on 0300 123 7039.
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Useful contacts for the School Transport Team

Telephone: 0300 123 7039

Email: schooltransportenquiries 
 @cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Website: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 /schooltransport 

Faith Schools

Since September 2012 Cheshire West and Chester 
Council does not provide assisted transport to faith 
schools unless the school is the closest to the pupil’s 
home address and is more than the statutory walking 
distance.

In certain circumstances where an application for school 
transport has been refused parents may be able to 
request a review of the decision. Further information 
including details of the appeals process is available at 
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schooltransport. 
Alternatively you can call 0300 123 7039.

Transport for Pupils with complex special 
learning, physical or medical needs 

Transport may be provided for pupils due to the  
complex nature of their special educational or other 
needs which prevents them from either walking to 
school, accompanied by an adult or using multi 
occupancy vehicles.

Contact the SEN Team on: 0300 123 8123  
or email: senteam@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Pupils with Statement of Special Educational 
Needs/Education, Health and Care Plans

Cheshire West and Chester Council is an inclusive 
Authority and supports parental preference for their child 
to be educated within their local mainstream school. It is 
recognised, however, that for some children specialist 
provision needs to be provided either at a resourced 
mainstream school, or by attending a special school.

Schools and settings follow a Graduated (step by step) 
Approach to meeting special educational needs, 
through Quality First Teaching, use of the school notional 
SEN budget (element 2 funding) or by request to the 
Council for Top Up (element 3 funding) or to request  
a statutory assessment if the child or young person  
has complex needs.

The Children and Families Act which came into force in 
September 2014 places greater emphasis on the child/
young person’s views and aspirations as well as 
parents.  The Local Authority makes every effort to reach 
agreement with parents on an appropriate school place 

and to remove barriers so that pupil and parental 
preference can be agreed.  Where this is not possible, 
the SEN team will work with the family to secure a 
suitable alternative school and provide information on 
mediation and disagreement resolution services.  

For further information contact the SEN Team on: 
Tel: 0300 123 8123 or email: senteam@cheshirewest 
andchester.gov.uk

Universal Free School Meals

1. From September 2014 all pupils in reception, year 1 
and year 2 will be eligible to receive a free school 
meal irrespective of the level of the family income.  

2. For all other pupils (nursery classes and children 
above year 2) eligibility for free school meals will 
continue to be based on the level of the family 
income.

Pupil Premium - Where a child of any age qualifies for 
free school meals based on family income, the child’s 
school receives additional Government funding called 
the Pupil Premium. This is to provide extra activities to 
help children succeed better in their education.   

Because this additional funding is based on family 
income it is vital that parents / carers continue to make 
an application for free school meals, even if their child 
automatically qualifies under 1 above, as without an 
application the school will not receive this extra 
important funding. 

So please help your child’s school by ensuring it gets  
the maximum Pupil Premium funding available –  
all children in the school will benefit as a result.  

For more information please call us on 0300 123 7021 
or visit our website at www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/schoolmeals 

Before and After School Care

You may wish to consider when deciding on your 
preferences whether the schools/academies have  
a before and after school club, please see page 73  
for contact details for the Information Advice and  
Support Service.

Does the law say I can choose  
the school my child attends?

The law does not give you the right to choose a school for 
your child. However, it does allow you to make a preference 
as to which school you would like you child to attend. The 
Council must try to meet that preference. The same applies 
to the governing bodies of voluntary aided ‘church’ schools 
free schools and academies that are responsible for 
admissions to their schools rather than the Council. 

mailto:schooltransportenquiries@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schooltransport
mailto:senteam@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schoolmeals
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Admission Appeals and  
Infant Class Size Legislation 

Apart from some very limited exceptions, no infant  
class may contain more than 30 pupils being taught  
by a single school teacher. Any admissions which would 
increase an infant class to more than thirty pupils to  
one teacher would result in a breach of infant class  
size legislation and would require ‘qualifying measures’  
to be taken to comply with this legislation. 

Qualifying measures that could be taken include: 

• Organising an extra class; 

• Appointing an additional teacher; 

• Providing an additional classroom; 

• Introducing or extending mixed age group teaching, 
e.g. grouping year one and year  
two children together in classes of 30 or less. 

When the Local Authority or school governing body can 
show to an appeals panel that any further admissions 
would breach the infant class size limit an appeal could 
only be upheld (supported) if the appeals panel decide 
either:  

• the child would have been offered a place if the 
admission arrangements had been properly 
implemented or correctly and impartially applied; or

• the child would have been offered a place if the 
arrangements had not been contrary to mandatory 
provisions in the School Admissions Code and part 3 
of the SSFA 1998; and/or

•  the decision to refuse admission was not one which  
a reasonable admission authority would have made 
in the circumstances of the case.

Year  
of  

Admission

Total no. of 
Infant Class 
Size Appeals

No. of Infant 
Class Size 
Appeals 
Upheld

% of  Infant 
Class Size 
Appeals 
Upheld

Sep. 2014 34 0 0%

Voluntary (Church) Aided School Applications

Church aided schools, named as preferences, may request 
written confirmation of religious commitment, e.g. by 
means of a letter of support from a church minister, or, for 
admission to Catholic schools, evidence of baptism. Aided 
schools that require the completion of a supplementary 
information form (SIF) are listed in Section 3 of this booklet. 

How will my application be considered  
once submitted to the Authority?

Once an application is received by the Authority,  
the following process will be applied:

•  Details on the application will be checked against 
any data already held by the authority. If we find  
a discrepancy between the data stated on the 
application and the data held by the Local 
Authority verification may be required.

•  Preferences received for Aided Schools, Academies 
and Free Schools will be forwarded to the relevant 
school together with any additional information for 
their consideration

•  Preferences for other English Local Authority Schools 
will be forwarded to the relevant authority for their 
consideration

•  A criteria is assigned for each preference by the 
relevant admission authority based on the 
information stated on your application. Please see 
Section 3 for the oversubscription criteria for each 
school. Please note the policy may have changed 
from previous years.

If you wish the authority / governing body to 
consider any additional information, supporting 
documents must be provided together with your 
application e.g. medical or social reasons, dual 
residency. This information must clearly 
demonstrate why it is the only school that can meet 
your child’s needs, for example if a particular 
medical reasons are claimed a letter from a 
relevant professional should be provided clearly 
explaining why only that school can meet your 
child’s needs. Relevant decision makers, and in the 
case of aided schools, free schools and 
academies the governors, will then consider the 
information provided in order to reach a decision 
as to which criteria should be assigned. Any 
supporting information should be provided at the 
time of application. If you have applied on line 
additional supporting documentation should be 
sent to the School Admissions Team as soon as 
possible after you have submitted your application.
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Equal Preferences 
All preferences will be considered on the basis of equal 
preferences. This means that all your preferences  
will initially be considered without reference to your 
preference ranking. If potentially you can be offered a 
place at more than one of your preferences (i.e. because 
a preferred school is undersubscribed or because you 
have a high enough priority for an oversubscribed school 
within the published oversubscription criteria, or because 
the school receives the same number of applications as 
the number of places available) the single offer will be  
for the school you ranked the highest on your application 
form. The co-ordinated admissions process provides a 
way for ensuring that as far as it is practical, every parent 
living in a Local Authority area who has applied receives  
a single offer of a school place on the same day. 

Published Admission Numbers 
In their role as admission authorities, the Council for 
community and voluntary controlled schools and the 
governing bodies of voluntary aided schools, free 
schools and academies have determined published 
admission numbers (PANs) in order to decide whether 
any year group within a school is full or has places 
available. The determined PANs for each primary school 
are listed in this booklet. This is the maximum number of 
places that will be allocated to the reception class for 
September. However, The Schools Admissions Code, 
February 2012, allows admission authorities to admit 
above PAN where admitting over this number will not 
adversely affect the school now or in the future or breach 
infant class size legislation. This subject to the school 
providing sufficient notice to the Local Authority of any 
decision to admit above PAN to enable it to deliver its 
co-ordination responsibilities effectively. This will not 
constitute a permanent increase to the PAN.

What happens if I need to change my 
application once it has been submitted?

If your circumstances change and you need to amend 
the schools you have named on your application or 
make any other changes after you have sent the form 
back, providing it is before the closing date you will need 
to write to the Authority stating your reasons for your 
change of preferences.

Any changes made after the closing date will result in 
your application being treated as a late application, 
unless the Authority accepts that there is a genuine 
reason for the change, e.g. a recent house move, 
which must be stated at the time of the application. 
For further details please see information on ‘Moving 
House’ on page 6 and ‘Late Applications’ on page 13.

When will I know the outcome  
of my application?

Offers for primary school places will be posted out  
on the 16 April 2015 to those parents/carers who have 
applied using a paper application. If you apply online  
at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions 
you will receive your offer by e-mail if you have 
requested this when applying or you can log on to  
your account to view the school place offered on  
16 April 2015. Please note: Only applications submitted 
using the online facility will receive an offer by e-mail.
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STEP 2 Process 
following the offer  
of a school place

Accepting or Declining Places Offered

All parents and carers will be required to accept  
or decline the school place offered by the published 
closing date of 5 May 2015.

Failure to notify the Authority by 5 May 2015 will 
result in the Authority withdrawing the place 
offered where places have been allocated at a 
school with a waiting list. The place will then be 
re-allocated to the next child on the school’s 
waiting list. You will receive a letter informing you 
that the place has been withdrawn.

Cheshire West and Chester residents

If your child is resident in Cheshire West and Chester and 
we are unable to meet any of the preferences stated on 
your application form, the Council will allocate a place at 

the next nearest school with a place available, using the 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local Land 
and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) measuring a straight line 
distance in miles.  This will not affect your right of appeal.

Non Cheshire West and Chester residents

Where an application has been received from a parent 
resident in another authority or resident outside of 
England and a place cannot be offered, Cheshire  
West and Chester Authority will not allocate a place.

If I am refused a place at my  
preferred school(s) can I appeal? 

Yes. For community and controlled schools you  
can appeal against the Local Authority’s decision  
by completing an appeal form which can be  
obtained from the authority’s website at  
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions  
or by telephoning 0300 123 7039. 

For aided schools, free schools and academies you can 
appeal against the decision of the governing body in its 
role as the admission authority for the school by 
contacting the school directly for further information.

If your preferred school is maintained by another English 
Authority you will need to contact the relevant authority 
for information on how to appeal or be placed on a 
waiting list.
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When will the appeals be held? 

Appeals for admission in September 2015 will be  
heard by 20 July 2015 for on-time applications (i.e those 
relating to decisions sent on the national offer day), or 
within 30 school days of the appeal being lodged for 
late applications. .Appeals for admission in September 
2015 will be heard together where possible; late appeal 
applications will not be heard before scheduled appeals 
for on-time appeal applications even where this exceeds 
the 30 school day limit.

For further information on the appeals process, please 
see ‘Right of Appeal’ on page 14 of this booklet

If I decline the school place offered without 
making alternative arrangements, will the 
Local Authority find me a school for my child? 

We do not advise that you decline the Reception Year 
place offered unless you have already made alternative 
arrangements for the education of your child. If you 
choose to decline the place offered it is your responsibility 
to ensure that your child receives an education. Cheshire 
West and Chester Council can advise you of alternative 
schools with vacancies for September from the end of 
May onwards. Please telephone 0300 123 7039 for more 
information. This will not affect your legal right of appeal.

Waiting Lists

Please note, you can only request to be placed on 
a waiting list once you have received the outcome 
of your application. 

After 5 May 2015, waiting lists for oversubscribed 
schools will start to be prepared and will consist 
of those children whose parents and carers have 
specifically requested in writing (including email) 
to be placed on the school’s waiting list, together 
with those for whom an appeal form has been 
received and those with any late applications. 
Waiting lists will be held in oversubscription 
criteria order and not on a ‘first come, first served’ 
basis. Placing a child’s name on a waiting list 
does not affect the statutory right of appeal. 
Please note: waiting lists for all schools must be 
held until the end of the Autumn Term for 
Reception year admissions. 

The Local Authority, as admissions authority for 
community and voluntary controlled schools will  
not hold waiting lists beyond the end of the Autumn 
Term. Parents/Carers still wishing to be considered 
for a place after the Autumn Term will be required  
to contact the school on a regular basis to ascertain 
if a place has become available. 

Waiting Lists continued

With regards to waiting lists for aided schools, 
free schools and academies, please contact the 
relevant school for information.

Re-allocating Places

We anticipate that by the end of May, any places 
that have become available after offers were 
made on 16 April 2015 will be re-allocated to 
children whose parent/carer have requested in 
writing to be on the waiting list together with late 
applications received by 5 May 2015. Waitling lists 
are collated in over-subscription priority order and 
places are allocated accordingly in line with the 
over-subscription criteria. 

Any written requests to be placed on a school’s 
waiting list and further late applications received 
after 5 May 2015 will be actioned in date order  
at a later stage.

Late Applications

Applications received after the closing date of 15 January 
2015 will be actioned as quickly as possible depending 
on workload and volume of late applications however  
it is anticipated that this will be by the end of May.  

Late applications or changes made to an on time application 
received after the closing date of 15 January 2015 will be 
considered after all on time applications, unless the Local 
Authority considers that there are good reasons for the 
application being late, which must be stated at the time of 
application, i.e. exceptional medical reasons preventing an 
earlier application, a recent move into the area (whereby the 
child’s permanent residency is or has changed), etc. 
Supporting documentation must be provided. 

Where supporting documentation has been received  
by 24 February 2015 and the Authority has accepted 
reasons stated for a late application the application will be 
considered as if it had been received by the closing date. 

Application forms and supporting documentation received 
after the 24 February 2015 will be considered after all 
on-time applications even where the Authority accepts that 
there are good reasons for the late application as the 
allocation of school places will have begun.

Where late applications are received for places at aided 
schools, free schools or academies in Cheshire West 
and Chester, the Local Authority will notify the governing 
body that the application has been received late. 

Parents and carers are responsible for notifying the 
Authority of the reasons for a late application. Any 
applications received after the closing date of 15 January 
2015 that do not provide reasons for consideration by the 
Authority will be treated as late applications and considered 
after all on-time applications i.e. after 5 May 2015. 
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General Information
What are the chances of my first preference 
being met?

Your first preference will be met, unless, as the law says, 
to do so would ‘prejudice the provision of efficient 
education or the efficient use of resources’. This simply 
means that as long as there are places available at the 
school, preferences will be met. For many schools, 
including aided, more applications can be received than 
the number of places available. In such circumstances 
applications are prioritised on the basis of the school’s 
published oversubscription criteria, details of which are 
included in this booklet. Therefore, you should give 
careful consideration before stating your preferences.

What happens if there are more applications 
for a school than there are places available?

The published oversubscription criteria for the school will 
be applied to determine who will be offered the places. 
If potentially we can offer you a place at more than one 
of your preferred schools, we will make you a single 
offer which will be for the school that you ranked the 
highest. If you are a Cheshire West and Chester resident 
and we are unable to offer any of your preferences, we 
will allocate you a place at the nearest Cheshire West 
and Chester school which has places available. This will 
not affect your right of appeal.

I have only one school I want to name as my preference. 
Is my first preference more likely to be met if I do not give 
a second and third preference?

No. We advise that you express three preferences in 
priority order for schools of your choice. Some schools 
will have more children wanting a place than there are 
places available and your first preference may be 
unsuccessful.

If you only state one school preference and we are 
unable to offer you a place at this school, the Local 
Authority will offer you a place at the nearest school with 
vacancies (Cheshire West and Chester residents only).  
If you state more preferences and your highest (first) 
preference is unsuccessful, the Local Authority can 
consider your other choices, rather than ‘choosing’ one 
for you. In addition, if all your local schools are filled with 
preferences you may be allocated a place at a school 
some distance away as the ‘nearest school with 
vacancies’ after all preferences have been considered.

Please Note: If you name the same school more than 
once on the application form this will not increase your 
chances of being successful, but will mean that you will 
only have one preference to be considered.

Children of Multiple Births

The School Admissions Code (February 2012) has 
included children of multiple births as a permitted 
exception to the Infant Class Size Rule where one child 
can be admitted without breaching infant class 
legislation. This is to ensure that, as far as possible, 
twins, triplets or children from other multiple births can 
attend the same school. The Local Authority and relevant 
school will consider whether such admission will be 
prejudicial to the efficient education and efficient use of 
resources at the school prior to making any decision to 
offer such places.

Children of UK Service Personnel

Places will be allocated in advance of the family arriving 
in the area for children of UK service personnel, if 
accompanied by an official government letter which 
declares a relocation date and a Unit postal address or 
quartering area address for considering the application 
against Local Authority oversubscription criteria. In 
addition the School Admissions Code (February 2012) 
allows the admittance of a forces child as a permitted 
exception in relation to infant class size legislation.

Right of Appeal

Parents and carers who are not offered a place for their 
child at a school stated as a preference have a right of 
appeal to an independent appeals panel. Parents can 
submit an appeal in respect of each school for which 
admission has been refused.

A separate appeal application form will be needed  
for each school appeal.

Applications for admission appeals are normally 
considered in relation to the child’s chronological age 
group, other than in exceptional circumstances.

Parents and carers have the right to present their case 
to the independent appeals panel in person and to be 
accompanied by a friend or adviser or to be 
represented.

All appeals should be sent to the admission authority  
for the school for which admission has been refused. 
For appeals for places in schools maintained by other 
authorities, parents/carers will be advised to contact  
the local authority maintaining the school.

The Council makes the necessary administrative 
arrangements for hearing appeals relating to 
community and voluntary controlled schools and some 
church aided, free schools and academies but other 
church aided schools, academies and free schools 
make their own arrangements for appeal hearings. 
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For further information on the arrangements for 
appealing against a decision made by the governing 
body of an aided school or academy or free school, 
please contact the school directly. For appeals against 
decisions made by the admission authority of schools 
outside Cheshire West and Chester , please contact the 
relevant authority. The decisions of appeals panels are 
binding on the Local Authority and on the school 
governing bodies.

Appeals must be submitted in writing. Application  
forms for appeals against decisions made by the  
Local Authority for community and voluntary controlled 
schools in Cheshire West and Chester are available on 
the website at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
or alternatively on request on 0300 123 7039. Parents 
submitting appeals will be given more detailed 
information on the appeals arrangements.

There are different arrangements for appeals relating  
to school places for pupils with Statements of Special 
Educational Needs. Contact 0151 337 6432.

Repeat Applications

Repeat applications will not be considered within the 
same school year unless the parents, child’s or the 
school’s circumstances have changed significantly and 
materially since the original application was made.

Religious Education

In community and voluntary controlled schools religious 
education is given in accordance with the Cheshire 
Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. In aided 
schools religious education is given in accordance  
with the school’s Trust Deed. Parents have the right to 
withdraw their children from religious education from 
any school including aided schools if they so wish and 
they may also withdraw their children from the school in 
order to receive, elsewhere, religious education of a kind 
not provided in the school. The Council’s approval must 
be obtained in this latter case for such periods as are 
considered reasonable.

School Uniform

Headteachers, in consultation with school governors/
trusts, decide whether or not there should be a school 
uniform. Details of uniform, where appropriate, are 
given in each school’s prospectus which can be 
obtained from the school. The Council does not help 
parents with the cost of school uniform or physical 
education kit, except for pupils attending residential 
special schools where separate arrangements apply.  
All pupils are expected to conform to a reasonable 
standard of clothing and personal appearance and 
parents are asked to try to ensure that pupils attend 
school suitably dressed.

Looked After Children

Applications received in respect of a child who is looked 
after or a child who was previously looked after but 
ceased to be so because they were adopted or became 
subject to a residence or special guardianship order 
who require admission to a school outside the normal 
admission round will normally be offered a place at the 
school serving the address at which the pupil is/will be 
living, i.e. the catchment area school, or the most 
appropriate school as determined by the Local Authority 
even if that school is full. 

In Year Admissions 2014/15

Applications for places in any year group other than at 
normal admission times must be made directly to the 
school / academy and not to your home local authority. 
Full details of this process is available on the website  
at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions  
or by contacting the authority on 0300 123 7039.

In Year Fair Access Policy

This is the process for admitting children who have no 
school place and for whom a place at a mainstream 
school or alternative provision is appropriate. This 
applies where normal procedures for in year 
admissions have failed. The purpose of the protocol is  
to ensure that access to education is secured quickly 
and to ensure that all schools in an area admit their fair 
share of children with challenging behaviour, including 
children excluded from other schools.

For further information on this process please contact 
the Local Authority.
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Types of schools

(a) Non-denominational  
community schools 

(b) Church schools (called voluntary 
schools) which may be aided  
or controlled.

(c) Other non-denominational 
voluntary controlled schools

(d) Academies and Free Schools.

Church of England (CE) aided schools are either aided or 
controlled. Church of England aided schools are schools 
where the religious education provided is in conformity with 
the rites, practices and doctrines of the Church of England. A 
Church of England controlled school, like an aided school, is 
a Church school functioning within the partnership of the 
Church and theLocal Authority. 

Its Christian nature is an important aspect of the school’s 
life. Its religious teaching is mainly in accordance with the 
Agreed Syllabus but this may, for those who wish, be 
supplemented by specific Church teaching. Worship at its 
school assemblies is linked with the worship of the Church 
in accordance with the provisions of its Trust Deed.

All Catholic schools are aided schools. 

Academies and Free Schools

Academies and Free Schools are all-ability, state – funded 
schools. The funding agreement with the Department for 
Education requires the Academy/Free School’s 
admissions policy and arrangements to be in accordance 
with, or consistent with, admissions law and the School 
Admissions Code..

Open Events 

Please contact schools directly.

School Holiday Dates

Information on school holiday dates for the  
Academic Year 2015-2016, will be published  
on Cheshire West and Chester Council’s website  
at www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
or alternatively please contact the authority  
on 0300 123 7039. For Aided Schools, Free Schools 
and Academies please contact the schools direct.

Cheshire West and Chester Council consulted on 
adopting a standardised school year for its community 
and voluntary controlled schools. This was implemented 
from September 2013. The Authority will also be 
encouraging foundation, voluntary aided and academy 
schools to follow the same dates, in the interests of 
consistency and forward planning for parents/carers 
across Cheshire West and Chester. Further information  
is available on the Council’s website.

Primary Schools in Cheshire West  
and Chester

The following section provides information about 
primary, schools in Cheshire West and Chester, including 
the names and addresses, contact details, age range of 
pupils in the school and the number of places available 
for September 2015 (shown on the table as the PAN 
– the published admission number). The PAN refers to 
the number of places that can be allocated to the 
reception class for September 2015. 

The detailed information about the number of 
preferences (applications) that were received and the 
number of preferences allocated (places offered) refers 
to September 2014 admissions, and is shown to help 
you estimate what your chances of success are for a 
particular school before submitting your application. It is 
important to remember that this is only an indication and 
does not guarantee admission to any particular school. 

Section 2: Sch
ools Informat

ion
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How to use the information provided  
in the following school section. 

As the pattern of parental preference can  
change from year to year, this is only an 
indication and does not guarantee admission  
to any particular school. 

Number of Preferences Received  
for September 2014 

Using the table on the following pages, you will be  
able to see how many preferences (applications) were 
received for each school. These are broken down into 
ranking (i.e. first, second and third preference). 

Places Allocated for September 2014

The second set of data headed ‘Places Allocated’  
refers to the outcome of the application process i.e.  
the number of places offered after all preferences had 
been considered. There is also a column showing ‘Other’ 
preferences. Where a parent/ carer’s preferences could 
not be met this column shows the number of pupils 
offered a place where this was the next nearest school 
with vacancies. This information refers to places offered 
on 16 April 2014 for admission in September 2014 only. 

Lowest Criteria Allocated 

This column refers to the criteria for admission  
that was used for each school for September 2014 
admissions. If the column shows N/A (Not Applicable), 
there were no unsuccessful applicants for the school  
as all parents who required a place as their highest 
available preference school were offered a place.  
For some parents, this may be their second or third 
preference school. If a particular criterion is listed in this 
column, for example, ‘furthest distance’ this is the lowest 
criterion used to allocate a place and indicates that  
there were unsuccessful applications. 

For aided schools and academies where a criterion 
number is identified against the heading ‘Lowest Criteria 
Allocated’ this refers to that school’s published criteria.

Furthest Distance 

This is the straight line distance measurement in miles 
from the home address to the school and shows the 
furthest distance that was used to allocate a school 
place under the criterion shown in the previous column. 
Children within this criterion living further away from  
the school were unsuccessful with their preference. 

Appeals Heard

This column shows the number of appeals that were 
heard for the school after April offer date and the  
outcome of those appeals that were upheld at the time  
of publication. Successful appeals result in children  
being admitted to the school over the published 
admission number(PAN).For more information on  
the appeals process refer to section 4 in this booklet. 

Anticipated Number for 2015 

This data is to give you an idea of the size of the school 
for September 2015. This is based on numbers on roll in 
2014 and projections based on the PAN and the history 
of applications. This is only provided as a guide and 
does not represent the actual number of children that 
will be on roll in September 2015. 

How to use the information provided  
in the following school section.

This table may help you when expressing  
your three preferences for schools.

First consider how many applications  
were received for a preferred school. 

Compare this with how the places were  
offered in the ‘Places allocated’ column. 

Next look at the lowest criteria allocated  
to see if any applications were unsuccessful. 

If applications were unsuccessful, would 
your application have a lower priority for 
admission i.e. below the lowest criterion 
allocated and the distance measurement 
within this criterionlisted alongside it? 

If you have a lower priority for admission, 
you need to bear in mind that your 
application would have been unsuccessful 
based on last years parental preferences. 
There may therefore be a significant 
prospect of your application being 
unsuccessful. You will have a statutory  
right of appeal if this is the case

5

1

2
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1) A ‘Looked After Child’ or a child who was previously 
looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or 
special guardianship order).  A looked after child  
is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority,  
or (b) being provided with accommodation by a  
local authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the 
Children Act 1989).

2) Children for whom there are particular medical or 
social reasons which, in the Council’s view, justifies 
admission to a particular school (a). 

3) Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
step-brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers or 
half-sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters 
living together as part of one household, already 
attending the preferred school (in years Reception 
through to Year 10 and year 12) and expected to 
continue at the school in the following school year. 
(i.e. at the time of admission)

4) Children resident within the designated  
catchment zone of the school (b). 

Section 3: Adm
ission Arrange

ments

Oversubscription Crite
riaCommunity 

& Voluntar
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5) Children not resident within a school’s local 
catchment zone but attending a school designated 
as a partner school for admissions purposes,  
as out-of-zone pupils (not applicable for Reception 
applications).

6) Pupils living nearest to the school are measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction  
with Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to 
identify each property and each school. A straight 
line measurement in miles is taken from the place  
of residence to the preferred school to calculate  
the distance. 

Where a school cannot accommodate all pupils 
qualifying under one of the criteria stated above,  
the next criteria will also be applied to determine  
priority for admission. For example, if a school cannot 
accommodate all siblings for whom an application  
has been received, all sibling applicants will be 
prioritised in the order of:

• Siblings (criterion 3) who live within the school’s 
designated catchment area (criterion 4) 

• Siblings (criterion 3) who do not live within the 
school’s designated catchment area (criterion 6)

All applicants within each criterion will be put into a 
distance order with priority being given to those that  
live nearest to the school, as stated in criterion 6 above.

Notes:

(a)  If you wish the Local Authority to consider your 
application under a Medical / Social criteria 

 All Cheshire West and Chester maintained schools 
can cater for a child’s individual medical or social 
needs. 

 Supporting evidence from a registered professional, 
such as a medical practitioner, psychologist or  
social worker, must be provided which sets out the 
particular reasons why the school in question is the 
most suitable school and the difficulties that would 
be caused if the child had to attend another school.  
A panel of officers will consider the information 
presented and will determine whether the evidence 
is sufficiently compelling to apply this criterion to  
the application. The council, if it is considered 
appropriate, will seek the views of the school doctor 
or educational psychologist in the event of parents 
requesting admission on medical or psychological 
grounds. This criterion cannot be considered if  
the required documents have not been received.

 

 Few applications fall with this criterion. For admission 
for community and voluntary controlled schools in 
September 2014 only 18 were agreed. 

 For an application to be considered under this 
criterion, supporting documentation must be 
provided at the time of application as follows: 

•  All documentation must state clearly which school 
the evidence relates to; 

•  Specific professional evidence that justifies why  
the particular school can meet your child’s particular 
needs; 

•  Professional evidence that outlines exceptional family 
circumstances making clear why only one school can 
meet the child’s needs; 

•  Reasons why the particular school is the only school 
able to meet a child’s specific medical needs; 

•  If you have not expressed a preference for your 
catchment area school, a clear explanation of why 
this school cannot meet your child’s specific needs; 

•  The professional evidence should be provided  
by an individual who is suitably qualified to give  
a professional opinion on the medical or social 
circumstances and who has been involved in  
your child’s care. 

(b)  Catchment Areas

 Children are classed as ‘in area’ (resident in the 
school’s catchment area) for a primary school under 
the Council’s admission arrangements if they and  
their parents/carers are resident in the area served  
by the school on the closing date for applications.  
You can obtain information on which school serves 
your address by viewing ‘Catchment Areas’ at   
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/admissions  
or alternatively by contacting the Authority on  
0300 123 7039. 

 The law will not allow any authority to guarantee 
places at the catchment area school. Neither can 
places be reserved. 

(c) Where it is identified that there are a limited number  
of places available and the Local Authority cannot 
differentiate between the applications using the 
nearest school criterion (criterion 6) a random 
allocation tie-breaker will be applied. This may be 
required for example, where applicants reside in the 
same block of flats or are children of a multiple birth 
living at the same address. 
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Antrobus St Mark’s  
CE Primary School
1) Priority will be given to cared for children (i.e.  

children who are in local authority care*), 

2) Children with Special medical or social circumstances 
for whom this school is deemed the most 
appropriate;

3) Children dwelling within the civil parish of Antrobus;

4) Children who have a sibling attending the school 
who will still be present when the child is admitted;

5) Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in the parish church of St Mark’s. 

6)  Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised by 
Churches Together in England. 

7) All remaining places will be allocated according  
to the proximity of the child’s dwelling to the school, 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from  
the place of residence to the school to calculate the 
distance, with those living nearer receiving high priority.

*These determined arrangements contain the statutory 
requirement of the School Admissions Code (February 2012) 
to include a variation to the ‘Looked After Child’ criterion 
which is to include a child who was previously looked  
after but ceased to be so because they were adopted (or 
became subject to a residence, or special guardianship 
order). Formal consultation on this change did not take 
place as this amendment was a mandatory requirement.

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission is 
to be made under the criterion for special medical or 
social circumstances, and such evidence must set out 
the particular reasons why the school is question is the 
most suitable school and the difficulties which would 
be caused if the child had to attend another school. 

Supplementary Information Forms

A number of voluntary aided (church) schools (listed 
below) require the completion of a Supplementary 
Information Form in order that additional information in 
support of an application, particularly in relation to faith,  
is provided for consideration by the governing body as  
the admissions authority for the school.

You can access a copy of the forms on the Cheshire West 
and Chester website at www.cheshirewestandchester.
gov.uk/admissions. Alternatively, please contact the 
school. School contact details are provided in the  
‘Schools Section’ of this booklet. 

Primary School Supplementary Forms
Antrobus St Mark’s CE Primary School

Eccleston CE Primary School 

Ellesmere Port Christ Church CE Primary School 

Great Budworth CE Primary School 

Kingsley St John’s CE Primary School 

Lower Peover CE Primary School 

Norley CE Primary School 

Saighton CE Aided Primary School

St Clare’s Catholic Primary School 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 

St Luke’s Catholic Primary School 

St Werburgh’s and St Columba’s Catholic  
Primary School 

University Cathedral Free School 

Whitegate CE Primary School 

Witton Church Walk CE Aided Primary School 

Please Note

Supplementary Information Forms must be completed 
and returned to the relevant school and not the Local 
Authority. You must still complete the Authority’s 
application form for a school place, stating your preferred 
schools in priority order, which must be returned to the 
Authority at the address provided on the form.
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(b) A map showing the boundaries is available from  
the school.

(c) Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart.

(d) By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for application.   
A letter from your incumbent or minister or other 
church officer will be required as proof of attendance.

Bishop Wilson CE Primary School
1. Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be  
so because they were adopted (or become subject  
to a residence order or special guardianship order).

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school. (a)

3. Children resident in the United Benefice of St 
Nicholas, Burton and St Michael, Shotwick. (b)

4. Children who have a sibling who is a present pupil  
of the school at the time of admission. (c)

5. Children whose parents or guardians are involved  
in regular worship at the churches of St Nicholas, 
Burton or St. Michael, Shotwick. (d)(e)

6. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

7. Children who live nearest to the school, measured 
using the Local Authority’s system. (f)

In the event of the school being unable to accommodate 
all applicants from a particular category, priority will be 
given to applicants who live closest to the school 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school. A 
straight line measurement in miles is taken from the 
place of residence to the school to calculate the 
distance.

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission is to 
be made under the criterion for special medical or 
social circumstances, and such evidence must set out 
the particular reasons why the school in question is the 
most suitable school and the difficulties which would be 
caused if the child had to attend another school. 

(b) A map showing the boundaries is available from 
school.

(c) Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart.

(d) For those applicants who fall into categories 5) and 7) 
statements regarding worship should be included on 
the Local Authority application form.

Regular worship is defined as attendance at church or 
Bible study on at least a regular monthly basis over 
the past year. Your church leader may be asked to 
confirm your statement of involvement.

(e) A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child.  It is sufficient for 
just one parent to attend.’ 

(f) Distances are measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance.

Chester Blue Coat  
C of E Primary School
1)  Looked after children. A “looked after child” is a child 

who is in the care of the local authority or provided 
with accommodation by that authority and children 
who were looked after, but ceased to be so because 
they were adopted (or became subject to a residence 
order or special guardianship order (as defined in 
section 22 of the Children Act 1989).

2)  Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school. See note (a).

3)  Children who have a sibling in school who will still be 
attending school the following year. See note (b) 

4)  The children of parents who are resident within  
the parish boundaries of the following churches;  
St Thomas of Canterbury, St Peter’s, St John’s, Christ 
Church or Chester Cathedral and/or resident within 
the catchment area of Chester Blue Coat CE Primary 
School as shown on the Local Authority’s website. 
See note (c).

5)  Children whose parents who are faithful and regular 
worshippers at one of the following churches:  
St Thomas of Canterbury, St Peter’s, St John’s, Christ 
Church or Chester Cathedral. 
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6)  Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.  
See notes (d) and (e).

7)  Children who live nearest to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the governors will apply  
the subsequent criteria, in order of priority, to all these 
applicants. 

Notes 

(a)  Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b)  Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart. 

(c)  A map showing the parish boundaries is available 
from the school and a map of the catchment area is 
available on Cheshire West and Chester Children’s 
Services website under Admissions/catchment areas 
– Chester Blue Coat CE Primary School

(d)  By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for applications.  
A letter from your incumbent or minister or other 
church officer will be required as proof of attendance.

(e)  A “parent” is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to “parent’s attendance at 
church” it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.

(f)  In the event of oversubscription and the parent  
being refused a place for their child, a waiting list  
of unsuccessful applicants will be retained until the 
end of the Autumn term for which admission was 
applied. 

Crowton Christ Church  
CE Primary School
1. Children in the care of the local authority or who are 

provided with accommodation by the local authority 
(Looked after children) or previously looked after but 
ceased to be so because they were adopted (or 
became subject to a residence, or special 
guardianship order)

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can be best 
met at this school.

3. Children resident within the area of Crowton and 
Acton Bridge civil parishes – a map is available  
from school.

4. Children whose parents are regular worshippers  
in an Anglican Church for whom this is the closest 
Church of England school as measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with  
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.  
In the event of a tie-break a random paper draw  
will be undertaken by an independent body.  
(a supporting letter from a minister is required)

5. Children with a sibling still attending the school  
at the proposed date of admission. 

6. Children whose parents are regular worshippers  
of another Christian denomination as recognized  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and for 
whom this is the closest Church of England school  
as measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from  
the place of residence to the school to calculate the 
distance. In the event of a tie-break a random paper 
draw will be undertaken by an independent body.  
(a supporting letter from a minister is required)

7. Other children 

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b) Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the 
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child of the parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, 
the child should be living in the same family unit at 
the same address.

(c) ‘‘Resident’’ refers to the child’s permanent home at 
the proposed date of admission.

(d)  A ‘parent’ is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child.

(e)  Regular worshipper refers to parents who attend 
services at least once each month.

 (f)   Where the above criteria are not adequate to 
distinguish between requests for admission    
which cannot all be accepted without exceeding  
the Admission limit, priority will be decided on the 
basis of distance from the school as measured  
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.  
In the event of a tie-break a random paper draw  
will be undertaken by an independent body.

Davenham CE Primary School
1. Looked after Children(LAC) (Children in Public Care  

as defined by Section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or 
previously looked after but ceased to be so becau 
se they were adopted (or became subject to a 
residence, or special guardianship order)

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school. (see note a )

3. Children whose parent or parents are faithful and 
regular worshippers of St Wilfrid’s Parish Church,  
(see note b)   

4.   Children who have a sibling in school who will still  
be attending school the in following year (see note c) 

5. Children resident within the admission priority area  
of the school (see note d)

6. Children resident within the Ecclesiastical Parish  
of Davenham –a map is available from school  

7. Children resident outside the Parish nearest to the 
school, measured using Ordnance Survey mapping 
in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance. In the event of a tie break a random 
allocation will be undertaken.

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the governors will apply the 

subsequent criteria, in order of priority, to all these 
applicants.

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b) By “faithful & regular” we mean attendance at St 
Wilfrid’s Parish Church on average a minimum of 2 
services per month for at least the previous year prior 
to the closing date for applications . A parent is any 
person who has parental responsibility or care of  
the child. Where admission arrangements refer to 
‘parent’s attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just 
one parent to attend. Please contact school for 
further information.

(c) Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart and expected to 
continue at the school in the following year.

(d) The admission priority area of the school is the 
ecclesiastical parish of Davenham which lies south  
of the A556 Northwich Bypass. A map is available 
from the school

Eccleston CE Primary School
1. Looked after children and children who were  

looked after, but ceased to be so because they  
were adopted (or became subject to a residence 
order or special guardianship). 

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these

needs can only be met at this school. 

3. Children resident in the ecclesiastical parishes of 
Eccleston or Pulford.  

4. Children who have a sibling in school who will still be 
attending school the following 

 year (or who have attended the school in the 2 years 
prior to admission).  

5. Children whose parent/s or guardian/s are faithful 
and regular worshippers at Eccleston or Pulford 
Parish Churches.
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6. Children whose parent/s or guardian/s are faithful 
and regular worshippers in a church of another 
Christian denomination, recognised by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland.

7. Children whose parents or guardians are members 
and regular worshippers of another faith and wish 
their children to be educated in a church school. 

8. Children who live nearest to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.

It may happen that there are not enough places to admit 
all applicants meeting any one criterion. In this case, the 
governors will apply the subsequent criteria, in order of 
priority, to all these applicants.

Definitions and Notes 

(a) A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of the Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their social service functions (under section 22(1)  
of the Children Act 1989.

(b) A previously looked after child is one who 
immediately moved on from that status after being 
subject to an adoption, residence or special 
guardianship order.

(c) Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist or, social worker, is essential if 
admission is to be made under the criterion for 
special medical or social circumstances, and such 
evidence must set out the particular reasons why the 
school in 

question is the most suitable school and the difficulties 
which would be caused if the child had to attend 
another school.

(d) A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend. 

(e) By faithful and regular we mean attendance at a 
minimum of one service per month for at least one 
year prior to the closing date for applications. A letter 
from your incumbent or minister or other church 
officer will be required as proof of attendance. 

(f) A map showing the parish boundaries is available 
from the school, and also on the school website. 

(g) Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
step brother or sister, or the child of the parent/
carer’s partner. In every case, the child should be 
living in the same family unit at the same address.

 (h) Where the above criteria are not adequate to 
distinguish between requests for admission which 
cannot all be accepted without exceeding the 
admission limit, priority will be decided on the basis 
from the school measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance, with those living closer to the school 
receiving the higher priority. In the event of a tie 
break, a lottery will be undertaken.

Ellesmere Port Christ Church  
CE Primary School
1. Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be  
so because they were  adopted or became subject  
to a residence order or special guardianship order’  
is a child who is in the care of a local authority or 
provided with accommodation by that authority  
(as defined in section 22 of the Children Act 1989)

2. Children with exceptional, medical or social 
circumstances, naming the school or special 
circumstances affecting the child where these  
needs can only be met at this school. (Note a)

3. Children of families who are regularly involved in  
the work and worship of Ellesmere Port Team Parish. 
(Note b)

4. Children with sisters or brothers who will still be at 
the school at the time of admission.

5. Children whose families are regularly involved in the 
work and worship of a church affiliated to Ellesmere 
Port Churches Together. (Note  c)

6. Children resident in Ellesmere Port Team Parish. (Note 
d)

7. Children whose families are regularly involved in  
the work and worship of another Church of England 
Church and for whom this is the closest Church of 
England school measured using the Local Authority’s 
computerised measuring system with those living 
closer to the school receiving the higher priority. In 
the event of a tie break a random paper draw will  
be undertaken by an independent body.

8. Children resident outside the Ellesmere Port Team 
Parish. (Note d and note g)
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Notes

a Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school in question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

b By “families who are regularly involved in the work 
and worship” we mean the child and/or parent  
or guardian attends worship on average twice a 
month.  A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend. Ellesmere 
Port Team Parish includes St Lawrence and St 
Thomas and All Saints.

c The churches affliated to  the Team Parish of 
Ellesmere Port include all churches operating  
within the framework of ‘The Churches Together’ 
which include:
The Methodist churches – Trinity and Whitby
The Salvation Army 
United Reform Church 
The Oasis Fellowship 
The Bethany Fellowship 
The Roman Catholic Churches- Our Lady’s ,  
St. Bernard’s , St. Mary And The Angels 
St Thomas and All Saints – Anglican 
St Lawrence’s Stoak – Anglican 
Great Sutton St. John’s – Anglican 
St Paul’s Hooton – Anglican 

 Parents can access information about the locations 
of the above churches and further information from 
school.

d    The Parish of Ellesmere Port 

 This is defined as the town of Ellesmere Port, Stoak it 
excludes Great Sutton and Little Sutton and Hooton. 

 A map showing the boundaries of Ellesmere Port 
Team Parish is available from the school.

e Sisters and brothers include step, half, foster, 
adopted brothers and sisters living at the same 
address and full brother and sister living apart.

f     Where the above criteria are not adequate to 
distinguish between requests for admission which 
cannot all be accepted without exceeding the 
admission limit, priority will be decided on the basis 
of the distance from the school measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 

property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.

g All children with their 4th birthday between 1 
September 2014 and 31 August 2015 are admitted in 
September 2015.  For children with their 4th birthday 
after Christmas or after Easter parents may defer 
entry until later in the year and the Headteacher 
should be consulted if this option is being 
considered.

Great Budworth CE Primary School
1.  Looked after children and children who were looked 

after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence order  
or special guardianship) (see note a). 

2.  Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school (see note b). 

3.  Children who have a sibling in school who will still be 
attending school the following year or who have 
attended the school in the 3 years prior to admission 
(see note c). 

4.  Children resident in the ecclesiastical parish of St 
Mary’s and All Saints, Great Budworth. A map 
showing the parish boundary is available from the 
school and on the school website. 

5  Children whose parent/s are regular worshippers  
in a Christian church, as recognised by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland (see note d and e). 

6  Children who live nearest to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the preferred school to calculate the 
distance. In the event of a tie break a lottery will be 
undertaken. 

Notes 

a)  A looked after child is a child who is a) in the care of 
the Local Authority, or b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their social services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989). A previously looked after 
child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order. 

b)  Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school in question 
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is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

c)  Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the 
child of the parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, 
the child should be living in the same family unit at 
the same address. 

d)  A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend. 

e)  By “regular” we mean attendance at a minimum of 
two services per month for at least six months prior 
to the closing date for applications. 

Kingsley St John’s CE Primary 
School
1. Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be  
so because they were adopted (or became subject  
to a residence order or special guardianship order.’

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child, where these needs can only be 
met at this school.

3. Children who have a sibling in school who will still  
be attending school the following year.

4. Children resident in the parish of Kingsley St. John  
the Evangelist. 

5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

6. Children, who live nearest to the school, measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the preferred school to calculate the 
distance, with those living closer to the school 
receiving the higher priority. with those living closer  
to the school receiving the higher priority. 

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the governors will apply  
the subsequent criteria, in order of priority, to all these 
applicants.

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 

or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b) By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for applications.   
A letter from your incumbent or minister or other 
church officer will be required as proof of attendance. 

(c) A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.  

(d) A map showing the boundaries is available from the 
school.

(e) Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the 
child of the parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, 
the child should be living in the same family unit at 
the same address.

(f) All children with birthdays between 1 September and 
31 August are admitted in September.  For children 
with a birthday after Christmas or after Easter parents 
may defer entry until later in the year and the 
headteacher should be consulted if this option is 
being considered.

Lower Peover CE Primary School
1.  Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be so 
because they were adopted ( or became subject to  
a residence order or special guardianship order)

2.  Children special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these

needs can only be met at this school.

3.  Children resident in the ecclesiastical parish of  
St. Oswald, Lower Peover. A map showing the  
parish is available from school.

4.  Children who have a brother or sister (sibling)  
in school who will still be attending school the 
following year.

5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in the parish church of St. Oswald.

6.  Children who are resident to the East of the A556  
in the villages of Lach Dennis, Lostock Green and 
Nether Tabley.

7.  Children resident in the village of Cranage.
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8.  Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

9. Children for whom this is the nearest Church of 
England School, using an Ordnance Survey address-
point system which measured using Ordnance 
Survey mapping in conjunction with Local Land and 
Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property 
and each school. A straight line measurement in 
miles is taken from the place of residence to the 
school to calculate the distance.

10.  Children who live nearest to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the governors will apply  
the subsequent criteria, in order of priority, to all these 
applicants.

Notes

(a)  Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school.

(b)  By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for applications. A 
letter from your incumbent or minister or other church 
officer will be required as proof of attendance.

(c)  A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.

(d)  A map showing the boundaries is available from 
school.

(e)  Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart.

(f)  All children with birthdays between 1 September 
2008 and 31 August 2009 are admitted in 
September. For children with a birthday after 
Christmas or after Easter parents may defer entry 
until later in the year and the Headteacher should  
be consulted if this option is being considered.

Norley CE Primary School
1. Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be  
so because they were adopted (or became subject  
to a residence order or special guardianship order).

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child, where these needs can only be 
met at this school.

3. Children who have a sibling in school who will still  
be attending school the following year.

4. Children resident in the parish of Norley St. John the 
Evangelist and/or resident within the Norley School 
Catchment area shown on the Local Authority’s 
website.

5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a Christian church, as recognised  
by Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

6. Children, who live nearest to the school, measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, with 
those living closer to the school receiving the higher 
priority. 

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the governors will apply the 
subsequent criteria, in order of priority, to all these 
applicants.

Notes

(a) Professional supporting evidence from e.g. a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b) By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for applications.   
A supplementary form signed by a minister or other 
church officer will be required as evidence under this 
criteria 

(c) A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.  

(d) A map showing the Parish boundaries is available 
from the school and on the school website. A map 
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showing the school catchment area is available from 
school and is also on the school and Local Authority 
websites.

(e) Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the 
child of the parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, 
the child should be living in the same family unit at 
the same address.

(f) All children with birthdays between 1 September and 
31 August are admitted in September.  For children 
with a birthday after Christmas or after Easter parents 
may defer entry until later in the year or choose to 
take up the place on apart-time basis; the 
headteacher should be consulted if this option is 
being considered. 

Our Lady Star of the Sea  
Catholic Primary School
1. Baptised Roman Catholic Looked After Children  

and previously Looked After Children 

2. Baptised Roman Catholic children resident in the 
area of the former parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
now within the Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea and 
St Bernard of Clairvaux

3. Children who have a sibling in the school at the time 
of admission

4. Baptised Roman Catholic children resident in other 
parishes who already attend Our Lady’s Nursery

5. Baptised Roman Catholic children resident in other 
parishes

6. Non Roman Catholic Looked After Children and 
previously Looked After Children

7. Non Roman Catholic children who already attend 
Our Lady’s Nursery

8. Other non Roman Catholic children whose parents 
wish them to have a Catholic education.

Notes

(a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions as 
published by the local authority.

(b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services function (under section 22(1)  
of the Children Act 1989). A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

(c) All Catholic applicants will be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

(d) It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage One.

(e) If category (2) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(2) and (3) will have priority over children who satisfy 
only (2). Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school. Distance will be measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, with 
those living nearer to the school having priority. In the 
event of distances being the same for 2 or more 
applicants where this distance would be last place/s 
allocated, a random lottery will be carried out in a 
public place. All the names will be entered into a hat 
and the required number of names will be drawn out.

(f) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined  
as the address of the parents who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of school days in a week.

(g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother or 
sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, 
or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where the 
child for whom the school place is sought is living in 
the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

(h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria. 

(i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted. If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. 

(j) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal  
to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must  
be allowed at least 21 school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful  
to submit that appeal. Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on the Governors.

(k) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.
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Saighton CE Primary School
1. Looked after children – a ‘looked after child’ is a child 

who is in the care of the local authority or provided 
with accommodation by that authority (as defined in 
section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or a child who 
was previously looked after but immediately after 
being looked after became subject to an adoption, 
residence, or special guardianship order 67. 

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school. 

3. Children resident in the parishes of Bruera and 
Aldford and the part of Huntington in St. Luke’s parish 
that was previously in the parish of Bruera prior to 
2013. A map is available from the school and on the 
school website. 

4. Children who have a sibling in school who will still  
be attending school the following year. 

5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in the Parish Church(es) of St Mary  
the Virgin, Bruera and St John the Baptist, Aldford. 

6. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a neighbouring Anglican Church for 
whom this is the closest Church of England school 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate  
the distance, with those living closer to the school 
receiving the higher priority. 

7. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers of another Christian denomination,  
as recognised by Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland and for whom this is the closest Church of 
England school, measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance, with those living closer to the school 
receiving the higher priority. 

8. Other children 

Notes

(a)  Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, 
psychologist, social worker, is essential if admission 
is to be made under the criterion for special medical 
or social circumstances, and such evidence must set 
out the particular reasons why the school is question 
is the most suitable school and the difficulties which 
would be caused if the child had to attend another 
school. 

(b)  By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at a 
minimum of two services per month for at least six 
months prior to the closing date for applications. A 
letter from your incumbent or minister or other church 
officer will be required as proof of attendance. 

(c)  A map showing the boundaries is available from 
school. 

(d)  Where the above criteria are not adequate to 
distinguish between requests for admission which 
cannot all be accepted without exceeding the 
admission limit, priority will be decided on the basis 
of the distance from the school to home measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, with 
those living closer to the school receiving the higher 
priority. In the event of a tie-break on distance a 
random paper draw will be undertaken by an 
independent body. 

(e)  All children with birthdays between 1 September and 
31 August are admitted in September. For children 
with a birthday after Christmas or after Easter parents 
may defer entry until later in the year and the 
headteacher should be consulted if this option is 
being considered. 

(f)  A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend. 

(g)  Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers 
and sisters living at the same address and full 
brother and sister living apart. 

(h)  Where the 30th child is a sibling, as in the case of 
twins, then governors may admit above the infant 
class size limit if it is possible to do so. 

St Bede’s Catholic Primary School
1. Baptised Roman Catholic Looked After Children and 

previously Looked After Children 

2. Baptised Roman Catholic children who have a sibling 
in the school at the time of admission

3. Baptised Roman Catholic children resident within the 
former parish boundaries of St Bede’s, Weaverham*

4. Baptised Roman Catholic children resident in other 
parishes

5. Other  Looked After Children and previously Looked 
After Children 
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6. Other children who have a sibling in the school  
at the time of admission

7. Children of staff employed by the school

8. Other children

Notes 

a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which is 
provided by the LA.

b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989.  A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

c) For a child to be considered as a Roman Catholic 
evidence of such Baptism will be required.

d) It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations 
on class size limits at Key Stage One.  The Governing 
Body may exceed the regulations for twins, siblings 
in the same year group and children from multiple 
births where one of the children is the 30th child 
admitted.

e) If in any category there are more applications than 
places available, priority will be given on the basis of 
distance from home to school.  Distance will be 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school. A 
straight line measurement in miles is taken from the 
place of residence to the school to calculate the 
distance, with those living nearer to the school 
having priority.  If the distance is the same for two or 
more applicants where this would be last place/s to 
be allocated, a random lottery will be carried out in a 
public place.  

f) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined 
as the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of school days in a 
week.

g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria.  Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn 
Term.

i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted.  Direct application to the school can 
now be made under this heading.  If there are places 
available but more applicants than places then the 
published oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

j) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on all parties.

k) Parents can request that the date their child, if below 
compulsory school age, is admitted to school is 
deferred to later in the school year or until the term 
when they reach compulsory school age.

l) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.

m) Children of staff employed by the school – priority 
may be given with the admissions criteria to children 
of staff as follows:

 Where the member of staff has been employed by 
the school for two or more years at the time at which 
the application for admission to the school is made, 
and/or

 The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post 
for which there is demonstrable skill shortage (It is 
anticipated by the Dioceses that any decisions under 
this heading will not cut across the priority afforded 
to baptised Roman Catholic candidates.)

n) St John Vianney is the new Roman Catholic Parish 
covering Barnton, Northwich and Weaverham.  
The three parishes of Our Lady of Fatima Barnton,  
St Wilfrid’s, Northwich and St Bede’s, Weaverham 
were dissolved by Episcopal Decree upon the 
establishment of the parish of St John Vianney,  
which was established on 31st March 2013.  
For the purposes of admissions the former parish 
boundary denotes the catchment area of St Bede’s 
Catholic Primary School within the new larger parish 
boundaries.
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St Clare’s Catholic Primary School
1.   Looked after children and previously Looked After 

Children – A Looked After Child is a child who is (a)  
in the care of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided 
with accommodation by a Local Authority in the 
exercise of their Social Services functions (under 
section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). A previously 
Looked After Child is one who immediately moved  
on from that status after becoming subject to an 
adoption, residence or special guardianship order.

2. Baptised Catholic children from the parish of  
St Clare and St Francis.

3. Children who have a siblings at the school at the 
time of admission.

4   Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5   Non Catholic children whose parents wish them  
to have a Catholic education.

Notes

a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions as set by 
the L A.

b)  All Catholic applicants may be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

c)  It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
guidelines at Key Stage One.

d) Siblings are defined as brothers or sisters, step-
brothers or step sisters, half-brothers and half-
sisters, adopted brothers or sisters living together  
as part of one household.

e) A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child.

f)  If category (2) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(2) and (3) will have priority over children who satisfy 
only (2). Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance. In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place.  All the 
names will be entered into a hat and the required 
number of names will be drawn out.

 

 In relation to children of multiple births, exceptionally 
it may be necessary to offer places over the 
published admissions number. This is to ensure that, 
as far as possible, siblings (i.e. twins, triplets or 
children from other multiple births) can attend the 
same school. This exception will only apply if the 
admission is compatible with the duty to comply  
with infant class size legislation. Where necessary, 
allocation will be undertaken by a random lottery 
carried out in a public place.

g) Any waiting list will be held until the end of the 
Autumn Term

h)  The Governing Body reserve the right to admit 
children with proven and exceptional  medical or 
social needs where admission to the school might 
best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing 
that such application is submitted with appropriate 
evidence or reports from a doctor or social worker. 

i)  For occasional applications received outside the 
normal admissions round and if places are available 
then children qualifying under the published criteria 
will be admitted. If there are places available but 
more applications than places then the published 
over subscription criteria will be applied. Late 
applications will be treated as per the co-ordinated 
arrangements published by the L A.

j)  If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel. Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal. Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on the Governors.

St Joseph’s Catholic  
Primary School
1.  Looked after children – a ‘looked after child’ is a child 

who is in the care of the local  authority or provided 
with accommodation by that authority (as defined in 
section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or previously 
looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or 
special guardianship order)

2. Baptised Catholic children from the parish of  
St. Joseph’s, Winsford.

3. Children who have a sibling at the school at the time 
of admission.

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5. Non-Catholic children whose parents wish them  
to have a Catholic education.
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Notes

a. All applications will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions

b. All Catholic applicants will be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

c. It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage 1.

d. Siblings are defined as brothers or sisters, step-
brothers or step sisters, half-brothers and half-
sisters, adopted brothers or sisters living together  
as part of one household.

e. A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child.

f.   If category 2 is oversubscribed, children who satisfy  
2 and 3 will have priority over children who satisfy  
2 only. Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance.  In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place.  All the 
names will be entered into a hat and the required 
number of names will be drawn out. 

g. The Governing Body reserve the right to admit 
children with proven and exceptional medical or 
social needs where admission to the school might 
best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing 
that such application is submitted with appropriate 
evidence or reports from a doctor or social worker.  

h. For occasional application received outside the 
normal admissions round and if places are available 
then children qualifying under the published criteria 
will be admitted.  If there are places available but 
more applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied.

i. If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel. This appeal must be 
sent in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the 
school within 20 days of refusal. Parents must give 
reasons for appealing in writing and the decision of 
the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.  

St Luke’s Catholic Primary School
1. Looked After Children and previously Looked after 

Children;.

2. Baptised Catholic children from the parish of  
St Luke’s.

3. Children who have a brother or a sister at the school 
at the time of admission.

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5. Non-Catholic children whose parents wish them  
to have a Catholic education.

Notes 

a) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989).  

 A previously Looked After Child is one who 
immediately moved on from that status after 
becoming subject to an adoption, residence or 
special guardianship order.

b) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions as 
published by the local authority.

c) All Catholic applicants will be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

d) It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage I.

e)  If category (1) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(1) and (2) will have priority over children who satisfy 
(1) only.  Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school.  Distance will be measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, 
those living nearer to the school having priority.

f) If the school is named in a statement of special 
educational needs the Governing Body has a duty to 
admit the child to the school.  Where applications are 
received from Catholic and other children in public 
care they will respectively be admitted to the school 
in that priority order and in advance of the outlined 
order of criteria.
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g) For occasional applications received outside the 
normal admissions round and if places are available 
then children qualifying under the published criteria 
will be admitted.  If there are places available but 
more applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

h) Occasional and late applications will be treated as 
per the admissions arrangements published by the 
Local Education Authority.

i) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on all parties.  A waiting list for 
children who have not been offered a place will be 
kept and will be ranked according to the Admission 
Criteria.  Parents will be informed of their child’s 
position on the waiting list which will not be operated 
for longer that the end of the Autumn Term.

St Mary of the Angels  
Catholic Primary School
1. Looked After Children and previously Looked After 

Children.

2. Children who have a sibling in the school at the time 
of admission.

3. Baptised Catholic children resident in the parish of  
St Mary of the Angels.

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5. Other children.

Notes

(a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the published closing date for admissions 
which is 15 January 2015.

(b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989).  A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

(c) For a child to be considered as Catholic, evidence  
of Catholic Baptism will be required, before offers  
are made.

(d) It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations 
on class size limits at Key Stage One. The Governing 
Body may exceed the regulations for twins, siblings 
in the same year group and children from multiple 
births where one of the children is the 30th child 
admitted.

(e) If in any category there are more applications than 
places available, priority will be given on the basis  
of distance from home to school.  Distance will be 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate  
the distance; with those living nearer to the school 
having priority.  In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place.  

(f) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined 
as the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of school days in a 
week.

(g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

(h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria.  Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn 
Term.

(i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round, and if places are available, then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted. Direct application to the school can now 
be made under this heading. If there are places 
available but more applicants than places then the 
published oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

(j) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal  
to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on the Governors.
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(k) Parents can request that the date their child, if below 
compulsory school age, is admitted to school is 
deferred to later in the school year or until the term 
when they reach compulsory school age.

(l) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.

St Oswald’s CE Aided  
Primary School
1.   Looked after children 

Looked after children and previously looked after 
children who were looked after, but ceased to be  
so because they were adopted (or become subject  
to a residence order or special guardianship order)

2.  Children resident in the parish of St. Oswald’s, 
Backford. A map showing the parish is available 
from the school and on its website.

 “Resident” refers to the child’s permanent home  
at the proposed date of admission. If the address 
changes subsequently, the parents should notify the 
school. Where the parents live at different addresses, 
the current-at-the-time-of-application, normal 
address of the child will be the one used. This will 
normally be the one where the child wakes up for the 
majority of Monday to Friday mornings. Parents may 
be asked to show evidence of the claim that is being 
made for the address. Where there is a dispute 
about the correct address to use, the governors 
reserve the right to make enquiries of any relevant 
third parties eg the child’s GP. For children of UK 
Service personnel and other Crown Servants 
returning to the area, proof of the posting is all  
that is required.

3. Children who have a sibling in St Oswald’s school 
who will be attending St Oswald’s the following year.

 “Siblings are defined as brothers or sisters, step 
- brothers or step - sisters, half-brothers or half-
sisters, adopted brothers or sisters living together  
as part of one household.” 

4. Children whose families are faithful and regular 
worshippers in St Oswald’s Parish Church. 

 By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at  
a minimum of one main Sunday service per month. 

 A supplementary form signed by a minister or other 
church officer will be required as evidence under this 
criteria.

 Family members in this context include parents and 
siblings, as defined above. A parent is any person 
who has parental responsibility or care of the child. 

Where admission arrangements refer to ‘parent’s 
attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just one 
parent to attend.

5. Children with special medical or social 
circumstances.

 Supporting letters from Social Worker, or Medical 
Specialist, explaining why this school is the most 
appropriate is required and should be included,  
in a sealed envelope, with the application form  
and supplementary form.

6. Children whose families are faithful and regular 
worshippers in a neighbouring Church of England 
parish church for whom this is the nearest Church  
of England Aided School.

 By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at  
a minimum of one main Sunday service per month.

 A supplementary form signed by a minister or other 
church officer will be required as evidence under this 
criteria.

 Family members in this context include parents  
and siblings only. A parent is any person who has 
parental responsibility or care of the child. Where 
admission arrangements refer to ‘parent’s 
attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just one 
parent to attend.  Distance is measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with  
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance

7. Children whose families are faithful and regular 
worshippers of another Christian denomination,  
as recognised by Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland and for whom this is the closest Church of 
England school.

 By “faithful and regular” we mean attendance at  
a minimum of one main Sunday service per month.

 A supplementary form signed by a minister or other 
church officer will be required as evidence under this 
criteria.

 Family members in this context include parents and 
siblings, as defined in Criteria 3.  A parent is any 
person who has parental responsibility or care of  
the child. Where admission arrangements refer to 
‘parent’s attendance at church’ it is sufficient for just 
one parent to attend. Distance is measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with  
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the preferred school to calculate the 
distance
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8.  Children who live nearest to the school.

 Distances are measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the preferred school to 
calculate the distance.’

If there are not enough places to admit all applicants 
meeting any one criterion, the Governors will apply the 
subsequent criteria, in order of priority to all these 
applicants.

St Saviour’s Catholic  
Primary School
1)  Looked After Children and previously Looked After 

Children.

2)  Baptised Catholic children resident in the parish  
of St Saviour’s

3)  Children who have a sibling in the school at the time 
of admission.

4)  Children who have attended St Saviour’s Pre-School.

5)  Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

6)  Other children.

NOTES

(a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which is 
16th January 2015.

(b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989).  A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

(c) For a child to be considered as Catholic, evidence of 
Catholic Baptism will be required, before offers are 
made. 

(d) It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations 
on class size limits at Key Stage One. The Governing 
Body may exceed the regulations for twins, siblings 
in the same year group and children from multiple 
births where one of the children is the 30th child 
admitted.

(e) If in any category there are more applications than 
places available, priority will be given on the basis  
of distance from home to school.  Distance will be 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate  
the distance, with those living nearer to the school 
having priority.  In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place.  All the 
names will be entered into a hat and the required 
number of names will be drawn out.

(f) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined 
as the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of school days in a 
week.

(g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria.  Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn 
Term.

(i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round, and if places are available, then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted.  If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

(j) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal  
to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful  
to submit that appeal:

 The Clerk to the Governors 
St Saviour’s Catholic Primary School 
Seacombe Drive 
Great Sutton 
Ellesmere Port 
CH66 2BD
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 wParents must give reasons for appealing in writing 
and the decision of the Appeals Panel is binding on 
the Governors.

(k) Parents can request that the date their child, if below 
compulsory school age, is admitted to school is 
deferred to later in the school year or until the term 
when they reach compulsory school age.

(l) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.

St Theresa’s Catholic  
Primary School
1.  Looked after children – a ‘looked after child’ is a child 

who is in the care of the local authority or provided 
with accommodation by that authority (as defined in 
section 22 of the Children Act 1989) or previously 
looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or subject to a residence, or special 
guardianship order)

2.   Baptised Catholic children from the parish(es) of 
Blacon and Saughall.

3.  Children who have a sibling at the school at the time 
of admission and expected to continue the following 
year.

4.   Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5.   Non Catholic children whose parents wish them to 
have a Catholic education.    These places will be 
allocated according to pupils living nearest to the 
school (Distance) measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance.

Notes:

a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which  
is in line with County Guidelines.

b) All Catholic applicants will be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

c) It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage One.

d) Sibling refers to pupils with brothers or sisters, 
step-brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers and 
half-sisters, adopted brothers or sisters living 
together as part of one household, already  
attending the preferred school and expected  
to continue at the school in the following year.

e) In relation to children of multiple births, exceptionally 
it may be necessary to offer places over the 
published admission number.  This is to ensure that, 
as far as possible, siblings (i.e. twins, triplets or 
children from other multiple births) can attend the 
same school.  This exception will only apply if the 
admission is compatible with the duty to comply with 
infant class size legislation.  Where necessary, 
random allocation will be undertaken to determine 
the place or places offered.  The random lottery will 
be carried out in a public place and supervised by 
someone independent of the school.  All the names 
will be entered into a hat and the required number of 
names will be drawn out.  Parents will be notified of 
their legal right of appeal in respect of the 
unsuccessful application/s for the other child/
children.

f)   If category (2) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(2) and (3) will have priority over children who satisfy 
only (2).  Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school, those living nearer to the school 
having priority, i.e. pupils living nearest to the school 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate the 
distance

g) The Governing Body reserve the right to admit 
children with proven and exceptional medical and 
social needs where admission to the school might 
best help satisfy those exceptional needs, providing 
that such application is submitted with appropriate 
evidence or reports from a doctor or social worker.  

h) For occasional applications received outside the 
normal admissions round and if places are available 
then children qualifying under the published criteria 
will be admitted.  If there are places available but 
more applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. Occasional 
and late applications will be treated as per the 
admissions arrangements published by the Local 
Education Authority.

(i) If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal  
to an Independent Appeals Panel.  This appeal must 
be sent in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the 
school within 20 days of refusal. Parents must give 
reasons for appealing in writing and the decision of 
the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.
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St Werburgh’s & St Columba’s 
Catholic Primary School
1. Baptised Catholic Looked After Children or a child 

who was previously looked after but ceased to be  
so because they were adopted (or became subject  
to a residence, or special guardianship order).

2. Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling in the 
school at the time of admission

3. Baptised Catholic children from the parish(es) of  
St Werburgh’s and St Columba’s

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes

5. Non Catholic children who are in the care of the Local 
Authority (Looked after children) (please see criterion  
1 for clarification)

6. Non Catholic children who have a sibling in the 
school at the time of admission

7. Other non Catholic children whose parents wish 
them to have a Catholic education.

Notes

a)  All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions 

b)  All Catholic applicants will be required to produce 
baptismal certificates at the point of application.

c)  It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage One.

d)  If category (3) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(2) and (3) will have priority over children who satisfy 
only (3). Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school. Distance will be measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, with 
those living nearer to the school having priority. In the 
event of distances being the same for 2 or more 
applicants where this distance would be last place/s 
to be allocated, a random lottery will be carried out 
in a public place. All the names will be entered into a 
hat and the required number of names will be drawn 
out.

e)  Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling. 

f)  A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria. Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn 
term.

g)  For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted. If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. ‘In Year’ and 
late applications will be treated as per the 
admissions arrangements published by the Local 
Authority.

h)  If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel. Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal. Parents must be give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on the Governors.

i)  The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.

j)  In relation to children of multiple births, exceptionally 
it may be necessary to offer places over the 
published admission number. This is to ensure that, 
as far as possible, siblings (i.e. twins, triplets or 
children from other multiple births) can attend the 
same school. This exception will only apply if the 
admission is compatible with the duty to comply with 
infant class size legislation. Where necessary, 
random allocation will be undertaken by an 
independent body to determine the place or places 
offered.  Parents will be notified of their legal right of 
appeal in respect of the unsuccessful application/s 
for the other child/children. 
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St Wilfrid’s Catholic  
Primary School
1. Baptised Catholic Looked After Children and 

previously Looked After Children 

2. Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling  
in the school at the time of admission

3. Baptised Catholic children resident in the parish(es)  
of St Wilfrid’s, Our Lady of Fatima and St Thomas a 
Beckett

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes

5. Non Catholic Looked After Children and previously 
Looked After Children 

6. Non Catholic children who have a sibling in the 
school at the time of admission

7. Other children.

NOTES

a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which is  
15 January 2015.

b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989).  A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

c) For a child to be considered as a Catholic evidence  
of a Catholic Baptism will be required.

d) It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations 
on class size limits at Key Stage One.

e) If in any category there are more applications than 
places available, priority will be given on the basis  
of distance from home to school.  Distance will be 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate  
the distance, with those living nearer to the school 
having priority.  In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place.  All the 
names will be entered into a hat and the required 
number of names will be drawn out.

f) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined 
as the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of school days in a 
week.

g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria.  Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn 
Term.

i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted.  If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

j) ‘If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful to 
submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons for 
appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals 
Panel is binding on the Governors.

k) Parents can request that the date their child, if below 
compulsory school age, is admitted to school is 
deferred to later in the school year or until the term 
when they reach compulsory school age.

l) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.



61

St Winefride’s Catholic  
Primary School
1. Catholic ‘Looked After’ children, previously  

‘Looked After’ children (b)

2. Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling  
in the school at time of admission (c)

3. Baptised Catholic children from the parish of  
St. Winefride’s. (c)

4. Baptised Catholic children from other parishes. (c)

5. ‘Looked After’ children, previously ‘Looked After’ 
children (b)

6. Other children who have a sibling in the school  
at the time of admission.

7. Other children.

Notes

a. All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which is 
(date to be advised by LA).

b. A ‘Looked After’ child is a child who is (a) in the care 
of the Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under Section 22 (1) 
of the Children’s Act 1989). A previously Look After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

c. For a child to be considered as a Catholic, evidence 
of a Catholic baptism will be required.

d. It is the duty of governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage One. The Governing Body may 
exceed the regulations for twins, siblings in the same 
year group and children from multiple births where 
one of the children is the 30th child admitted.

If in any category there are more applications than 
places available, priority will be given on the basis  
of distance from home to school. Distance will be 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the school to calculate  
the distance, with those living nearer to the school 
having priority. In the event of distances being the 
same for 2 or more applicants where this distance 
would be last place/s to be allocated, a random 
lottery will be carried out in a public place. All the 
names will be entered into a hat and the required 
number of names will be drawn out. 

e. Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each part of a week, the child’s 
“permanent place of residence” will be determined 
as the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for the majority of the school days  
in a week.

f. Siblings is defined as a brother or sister, step brother 
or sister, half-brother or sister, adopted brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling. 

g. A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission Criteria. Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the autumn 
term.

h. For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted. If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. 

i. If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to 
an Independent Appeals Panel. This appeal must be 
sent in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the 
school within 20 days of refusal. Parents must give 
reasons for appealing in writing and the decision of 
the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.

j. Parents can request that the date their child, if below 
compulsory school age, is admitted to school is 
deferred to later in the school year or until the term 
when they reach compulsory school age.

k. The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connection  
or place of residence.



Whitegate Church of England 
Primary School
1. Looked after children and previously looked after 

children who were looked after, but ceased to be so 
because they were adopted (or became subject to  
a residence order or special guardianship order) –  
A ‘looked after child’ is a child who is in the care of 
the local authority or provided with accommodation 
by that authority (as defined in section 22 of the 
Children Act 1989).

2. Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where the needs can only be met 
at this school. References will be sought from the 
appropriate medical body to support such an 
application and such evidence must set out the 
particular reasons why the school in question is most 
suitable and the difficulties which would be caused if 
the child had to attend another school,

3. Children who have a sibling in school who will still be 
attending school the following year. Sibling refers to 
pupils with brothers or sisters, step-brothers or 
step-sisters, half-brothers and half-sisters, adopted 
brothers or sisters living together as part of one 
household.

4. Children who are resident within the ecclesiastical 
parishes of Whitegate or Little Budworth and whose 
parent(s) *** are on the Church Electoral Roll of either 
St Mary’s, Whitegate or St Peter’s, Little Budworth  
(a map is available from the school)

5. Children who are resident within the civil parish  
of Whitegate and Marton. A map showing the 
boundaries is available from the school

6. Children who are not resident within the ecclesiastical 
parishes of Whitegate or Little Budworth but whose 
parent(s) ***are on the Church Electoral Role of either 
St Mary’s, Whitegate or St Peter’s, Little Budworth**

7. Children who are resident within the ecclesiastical 
parishes of  Whitegate or Little Budworth but whose 
parent(s) *** are not on the Church Electoral Role of 
either St Mary’s, Whitegate or St Peter’s, Little Budworth

8. Children for whom this is the nearest Church of 
England school on the basis of the distance from 
school to home measured by the O.S. Mapping 
System operated by the County and whose families 
are actively involved in the work and worship of an 
Anglican church in another parish or another Christian 
church or its national body being a member of 
Churches Together in Britain & Ireland. The parents 
***must be able to demonstrate their commitment.  
In order to demonstrate ‘commitment’ we mean 
attendance at a minimum of two services per month 
for at least six months prior to the closing date for 
applications. A reference may be sought from their 
minister.

9. Other children.

*Resident refers to the child’s permanent home address 
at the proposed date of admission

Where the above criteria are not adequate to distinguish 
between requests for admission which cannot all be 
accepted without exceeding the admission limit, priority 
will be decided on the basis of the distance from school  
to home measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) 
to identify each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance, those 
living nearest being given priority.  If more applications  
are received than can be accepted, the Admissions Panel 
will use the criteria above to draw up a reserve list so that 
unexpected vacancies can be filled quickly.

**A map showing the ecclesiastical boundaries is 
available from the school office. 

*** A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission 
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’  
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.

Witton Church Walk  
Church of England Aided School
1. A ‘Looked after Child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or 
special guardianship order).  A looked after child is  
a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or  
(b) being provided with accommodation by a local 
authority in the exercise of their social services 
functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the 
Children Act 1989.

2. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers – see Note (a) - in the Parish Church  
of St Helen. 

3. Children who have a sibling – elder brothers or 
sisters, step-brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers  
or half-sisters, adopted brothers or sisters living 
together as part of one household, already attending 
Witton Church Walk CE Primary School and who will 
still be attending the following year.

4. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers of an Anglican Church – see Note (a) 
- where the parish boundary meets St Helens Parish 
boundary and for whom this is the closest Church of 
England school as measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance.
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5. Children whose parents are faithful and regular 
worshippers – see Note (a) - of another Christian 
denomination, as recognised by Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland and for whom this is the closest 
Church of England school as measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.

6. Children whose permanent address at the time of 
admission is within the existing ecclesiastical parish 
boundary. A map showing the parish boundary is 
available from school.

7. Other children.  Pupils living nearest to the school 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school. A 
straight line measurement in miles is taken from the 
place of residence to the school to calculate the distance.

Notes

(a) By “faithful and regular”, we mean attendance at on 
average a minimum of one service per month for at 
least six months prior to the closing date for 
applications. Please ask you minister to complete 
Appendix A as proof of regular attendance.

(b)  A parent is any person who has parental 
responsibility or care of the child. Where admission     
arrangements refer to ‘parent’s attendance at church’ 
it is sufficient for just one parent to attend.  

(c)  When we cannot accommodate all pupils qualifying 
under one of the criteria stated above, the next 
criteria will also be applied to determine priority for 
admission.  

Where it is identified that there are a limited number  
of places available and the Governing Body cannot 
differentiate between the applications using the 
nearest school criterion (criterion 7) a random 
allocation tie-breaker will be applied.  This may be 
required for example, where applicants reside in the 
same block of flats or are children of multiple birth 
living at the same home address.

(d) All children with birthdays between 1 September and 
31 August are admitted in September. For children with 
a birthday after Christmas or after Easter parents may 
defer entry until later in the year and the head teacher 
should be consulted if this option is being considered.
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Kelsall Community School
1. SEN - Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 requires 

a school to admit a child with a statement of special 
educational needs that names the school.  

2. “Looked after children” -A looked after child is a child 
who is in the care of a LA or provided with 
accommodation by that authority – as defined in 
Section 22 of the Children Act 1989 or was previously 
looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or subject to a residence, or special 
guardianship order).

3. The school will consider admitting a child for whom 
advice from a medical practitioner or psychologist 
following a comprehensive examination report has 
been provided in support of admission to this school. 
The report clearly outlines the difficulties that would 
be caused if the child had to attend another school. 
This criterion cannot be considered if the required 
documents have not been received.

4. Siblings – children with younger/elder sister/brother 
including half sister/brother and unrelated children 
living together as part of one household already 
attending Kelsall Primary School (in Reception – Y 
ear 6) and expected to continue here the following 
school year. (i.e. at the time of admission)

5. Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school, living nearest to the school as 
measured using an address-point system.  
(Distances are measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance.  Where the distance is the same for 
more than one child a random allocation tie-breaker 
will be applied).

6. Children living outside the catchment area, the same 
measurement is taken using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance. 

Oak View Academy
1. A ‘Looked after child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence or special 
guardianship order). A looked after child is a child 
who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in 
the exercise of their social services functions (see the 
definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).

2. Children for whom there are particular medical or 
social reasons that justify admission to the Academy. 
Supporting evidence from a registered professional, 
such as a medical practitioner, psychologist or social 
worker, may be provided which sets out the 
particular reasons why the Academy is the most 
suitable establishment and the difficulties that would 
be caused if the child had to attend another school. 
A panel of officers will consider the information 
presented and will determine whether the evidence 
is sufficiently compelling to apply this criterion to the 
application. 

3. Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
stepbrothers or stepsisters, half-brothers or half-
sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters living 
together as part of one household, already attending 
the preferred school.

4. Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school. Children will be classed within 
this category if they and their parents/carers are 
resident within the area served by the school on the 
closing date for applications.

5. Pupils living nearest to the school.  Distances are 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the preferred school to 
calculate the distance.

Where we cannot accommodate all pupils qualifying 
fewer than one of the criteria stated above, the next 
criteria will also be applied to determine priority for 
admission. For example, if a school cannot 
accommodate all siblings for whom an application  
has been received, all sibling applicants will be 
prioritised in the order of:

Siblings (criterion three) who live within the school’s 
designated catchment area (criterion four) 

Siblings (criterion three) who do not live within the 
school’s designated catchment area (criterion five)

All applicants within each criterion will be put into a 
distance order with priority being given to those that live 
nearest to the school, as stated in criterion five above.
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Where it is identified that there are a limited number  
of places available and the school cannot differentiate 
between the applications using the nearest school 
criterion (criterion five) a random allocation tiebreaker 
will be applied. This may be required for example, 
where applicants reside in the same block of flats or are 
children of a multiple birth living at the same address. 

Over Hall Community School –  
an HTI Academy
1)  A ‘Looked after child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence or special 
guardianship order). A looked after child is a child 
who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in 
the exercise of their social services functions (see the 
definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). 

2)  Children for whom there are particular medical or 
social reasons which, in the academy’s view, justifies 
admission to a particular school. Supporting 
evidence from a registered professional, such as a 
medical practitioner, psychologist or social worker, 
must be provided which sets out the particular 
reasons why the school in question is the most 
suitable school and the difficulties that would be 
caused if the child had to attend another school.  
A panel of will consider the information presented 
and will determine whether the evidence is 
sufficiently compelling to apply this criterion to  
the application. The academy if it is considered 
appropriate, will seek the views of the school doctor 
or educational psychologist in the event of parents 
requesting admission on medical or psychological 
grounds. This criterion cannot be considered if the 
required documents have not been received. If the 
evidence provided relates to the parent/carer of the 
child then this must be provided by an individual who 
is suitably qualified to give a professional opinion on 
the medical/social circumstances and who has been 
involved with the parent/carer. A panel of Governors 
will consider the information presented and 
determine whether or not the evidence is sufficiently 
compelling to apply a social criteria. Few applications 
fall within the medical/ social category. 

3)  Siblings – pupils with brothers or sisters, step-
brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers or half-sisters, 
adopted brothers or adopted sisters living together 
as part of one household, already attending the 
preferred school (in years Reception through to Year 
5 and expected to continue at the school in the 
following school year. (i.e. at the time of admission) 

4)  Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school. Children will be classed within 
this category if they and their parents/carers are 
resident within the area served by the school on  
the closing date for applications. 

5)  Pupils living nearest to the school measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance. 

Where the academy cannot accommodate all pupils 
qualifying under one of the criteria stated above, the 
next criteria will also be applied to determine priority  
for admission. For example, if the academy cannot 
accommodate all siblings for whom an application  
has been received, all sibling applicants will be 
prioritised in the order of: 

• Siblings (criterion three) who live within the school’s 
designated catchment area (criterion four) 

 • Siblings (criterion three) who do not live within the 
school’s designated catchment area (criterion five)  

All applicants within each criterion will be put into a 
distance order with priority being given to those that live 
nearest to the school, as stated in criterion five above. 

Where it is identified that there are a limited number of 
places available and the academy cannot differentiate 
between the applications using the nearest school 
criterion (criterion five) a random allocation tie-breaker 
will be applied. This may be required for example, 
where applicants reside in the same block of flats or are 
children of a multiple birth living at the same address. 

Rudheath Primary Academy
1) A ‘Looked After Child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or 
special guardianship order). A looked after child is a 
child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) 
being provided with accommodation by a local

2) Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
step-brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers or 
half-sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters 
living together as part of one household, already 
attending the preferred school (in years Reception 
through to Year 10 and year 12) and expected to 
continue at the school in the following school year. 
(i.e. at the time of admission) 
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3) Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school. Children will be classed within 
this category if they and their parents/carers are 
resident within the area served by the school on the 
closing date for applications.

4) Pupils living nearest to the school measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance. 
Where a school cannot accommodate all pupils 
qualifying under one of the criteria stated.

St Bernard’s Catholic Primary 
School – A Voluntary Academy
1. Looked After Children and previously Looked After 

Children but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence order  
or special guardianship order)

2.   Children who have a sibling at the school at the  
time of admission.

3. Baptised Catholic Children from the area of the 
former Parish of St Bernard’s, now within the Parish  
of Our Lady, Star of the Sea & St Bernard of Clairvaux.

4.    Baptised Catholic children from other parishes.

5. Non Catholic children whose parents wish them  
to have a Catholic education.

Notes

(a) All applicants will be considered at the same time 
and after the closing date for admissions which is 
15th January 2015

(b) All Catholic Applicants may be required to produce 
baptismal certificates.

(c) It is the duty of Governors to comply with class size 
limits at Key Stage One.

(d) If category (3) is oversubscribed, children who satisfy 
(2) and (3) will have priority over children who satisfy 
only (3).  Subsequently if in this or any other category 
there are more applications than places available, 
priority will be given on the basis of distance from 
home to school. Distance will be measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance,  
with those living nearer to the school having priority. 

In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more 
applicants, where this distance would be the last 
place/s to be allocated, a random lottery will be 
carried out in a public place. All the names will be 
entered into a hat and the required number of 
names will be drawn out.

(e) Where a child lives with parents with shared 
responsibility, each for part of the week, the child’s 
‘permanent place of residence’ will be determined as 
the address of the parent who normally has 
responsibility for most of the school week.

(f) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother 
or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or 
sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where 
the child for whom the school place is sought is living 
in the same family unit at the same address as that 
sibling.

(g) A waiting list for children who have not been offered 
a place will be kept and will be ranked according to 
the Admission criteria. Parents will be informed of 
their child’s position on the waiting list which will not 
be operated for longer than the end of the October 
half term.

(h) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal 
admissions round, and if places are available then 
children qualifying under the published criteria will 
be admitted. If there are places available but more 
applicants than places then the published 
oversubscription criteria will be applied. ‘In year’ and 
late applications will be treated as per the 
admissions arrangements published by the Local 
Authority.  

(i) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw  
the offer of a school place where false evidence is 
received in relation to baptism, sibling connections  
or place of residence.

(j) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care  
of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989).  A previously Looked After 
Child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order.

(k)  If an application for admission has been turned 
down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal  
to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be 
allowed at least twenty school days from the date of 
notification that their application was unsuccessful  
to submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons  
for appealing in writing and the decision of the 
Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors
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The Delamere C of E  
Primary Academy
1. A ‘Looked after child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence or special 
guardianship order). A looked after child is a child 
who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being 
provided with accommodation by a local authority in 
the exercise of their social services functions (see the 
definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).

2. Children for whom there are particular medical or 
social reasons that justify admission to the Academy. 
Supporting evidence from a registered professional, 
such as a medical practitioner, psychologist or social 
worker, may be provided which sets out the particular 
reasons why the Academy is the most suitable 
establishment and the difficulties that would be caused 
if the child had to attend another school. A panel of 
officers will consider the information presented and  
will determine whether the evidence is sufficiently 
compelling to apply this criterion to the application. 

3. Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
stepbrothers or stepsisters, half-brothers or half-
sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters living 
together as part of one household, already attending 
the preferred school.

4. Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school. Children will be classed within 
this category if they and their parents/carers are 
resident within the area served by the school on  
the closing date for applications.

5. Pupils living nearest to the school.  Distances are 
measured using Ordnance Survey mapping in 
conjunction with Local Land and Property Gazetteer 
(LLPG) to identify each property and each school.  
A straight line measurement in miles is taken from 
the place of residence to the preferred school to 
calculate the distance.

Where we cannot accommodate all pupils qualifying 
fewer than one of the criteria stated above, the next 
criteria will also be applied to determine priority for 
admission. For example, if a school cannot 
accommodate all siblings for whom an application  
has been received, all sibling applicants will be 
prioritised in the order of:

Siblings (criterion three) who live within the school’s 
designated catchment area (criterion four) 

Siblings (criterion three) who do not live within the 
school’s designated catchment area (criterion five)

All applicants within each criterion will be put into a 
distance order with priority being given to those that live 
nearest to the school, as stated in criterion five above.

Where it is identified that there are a limited number  
of places available and the school cannot differentiate 
between the applications using the nearest school 
criterion (criterion five) a random allocation tiebreaker  
will be applied. This may be required for example, 
where applicants reside in the same block of flats or are 
children of a multiple birth living at the same address. 

University Primary  
Academy Weaverham
1) A ‘Looked After Child’ or a child who was previously 

looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or 
special guardianship order). A looked after child is  
a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or  
(b) being provided with accommodation by a local

2) Children who have a valid medical or social reason 
for a specific placement. Details must be given on the 
preference form and this may be checked by a 
relevant officer. A letter in support from a senior 
health care or social care professional will be 
required as evidence when the preference form is 
submitted with a statement on why the Academy is 
the only educational placement appropriate for the 
child’s needs. 

3) Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
step-brothers or step-sisters, half-brothers or 
half-sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters 
living together as part of one household, already 
attending the preferred school (in years Reception 
through to Year 10 and year 12) and expected to 
continue at the school in the following school year. 
(i.e. at the time of admission) 

4) Children resident within the designated catchment 
zone of the school. Children will be classed within 
this category if they and their parents/carers are 
resident within the area served by the school on the 
closing date for applications.

5) Pupils living nearest to the school measured using 
Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with Local 
Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each 
property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance. 
Where a school cannot accommodate all pupils 
qualifying under one of the criteria stated.
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Free Schools are all-ability state-funded schools set up in 
response to what local people say they want and need in 
order to improve education for children in their community.

As a part of their submission to the DFE to become a free 
school there was a requirement to identify the unique 
characteristics that the free school will offer to children.  
For information on what each free school can offer you 
child please contact the free school directly.

St Martin’s Academy
Where more applications are received than there are 
places available, after the admission of pupils with  
a Statement of Special Educational Needs where the 
school is named in the Statement, priority for admission 
will be given to those children who meet the criteria set 
out below, in order:

1.  ‘Looked After Child’ or a child who was previously 
looked after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence, or special 
guardianship order).  A looked after child is a child who 
is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided 
with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise 
of their social services functions (see the definition in 
section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).

2.  Children for whom there are particular medical or  
social reasons that justify admission to the Academy. 
Supporting evidence from a registered professional, 
such as a medical practitioner, psychologist or social 
worker, may be provided which sets out the particular 
reasons why the Academy is the most suitable 
establishment and the difficulties that would be caused 
if the child had to attend another school. A panel of 
officers will consider the information presented and  
will determine whether the evidence is sufficiently 
compelling to apply this criterion to the application. 

3.  Siblings – pupils with elder brothers or sisters, 
stepbrothers or stepsisters, half-brothers or half-sisters, 
adopted brothers or adopted sisters living together as 
part of one household, already attending the preferred 
school.

4.  Distance and Random 

 Up to 13 places will be allocated based upon straight 
line distance measured using Ordnance Survey 
mapping in conjunction with Local Land and Property 
Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify each property and each 
school. A straight line measurement in miles is taken 
from the place of residence to the school to calculate 
the distance. In the event that the Academy Trust is 
unable to distinguish between applicants using this 
criterion (e.g. children in the same block of flats) then  
the place or places will be allocated by lottery drawn  
by an independent adjudicator.

 The remaining places will be allocated by lottery  
drawn by an independent adjudicator regardless  
of the distance between the applicant’s home and  
the school site. 

 

Free School Overs
ubscription Crite

ria

Please Note: 
Full details of the policies 
can be viewed on the 
schools websites
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 A child’s permanent address is their place of normal 
residence during term time. Where parents or carers 
live at separate addresses and or multiple residences 
exist for the child, the address of the child or parents  
or carers for these purposes is that registered with  
their GP.  St. Martin’s Academy Chester will consider the 
child’s address to be where they are living at the closing 
date for applications and proof of residence can be 
requested at any time during the admissions process.

University Cathedral Free School
Over-subscription criteria for C of E faith places 

C of E faith place refers to applications for pupils whose 
parent/s or carer/s are regular worshippers at any 
Anglican church. In the event that there are more 
applicants than places, the following criteria, which are 
listed in order of priority, will be used to allocate places: 

1)  C of E Faith places (up to 15 places) 

 C of E faith place refers to applications for pupils 
whose parent/s or carer/s are regular worshippers 
at any Anglican church. In the event that there are 
more applicants than places, the following criteria, 
which are listed in order of priority, will be used to 
allocate places: 

i.  Looked after children and children who were looked 
after but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted (or became subject to a residence order 
or special guardianship); 

ii.  Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be 
met at this school; 

iv.  A sibling is enrolled at the school; 

v.  The nearness of the home to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance. In 
the event of a tie break, a random paper draw will  
be undertaken by an independent body. 

Over-subscription criteria for open places 

2) Open places 

In the event that there are more applicants than places, 
the following criteria, which are listed in order of priority, 
will be used to allocate places: 

I.  Looked after children and children who were looked 
after but ceased to be so because they were adopted 
(or became subject to a residence order or special 
guardianship); 

II.  Children with special medical or social circumstances 
affecting the child where these needs can only be met 
at this school; 

III.  A sibling is enrolled at the school; 

IV.  The nearness of the home to the school measured 
using Ordnance Survey mapping in conjunction with 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer (LLPG) to identify 
each property and each school. A straight line 
measurement in miles is taken from the place of 
residence to the school to calculate the distance.  
In the event of a tie break, a random paper draw  
will be undertaken by an independent body 

Notes 

a) A looked after child is a child who is a) in the care  
of the Local Authority, or b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise 
of their social services functions (under section 22(1) 
of the Children Act 1989) A previously looked after 
child is one who immediately moved on from that 
status after becoming subject to an adoption, 
residence or special guardianship order. 

b) Professional supporting evidence from for example, 
doctor, psychologist, and social worker is essential if 
admission is to be made under the criterion for 
special medical or social circumstances, and such 
evidence must set out the particular reasons why 
UCFS is the most suitable school and the difficulties 
which would be caused if the child had to attend 
another school. This should be attached to the 
application form. 

c) By “regular” we mean attendance at a minimum of 
two services per month for at least six months prior 
to the closing date for applications. The Supplemental 
Information Form must be signed by your incumbent 
or minister or other church officer and is required as 
proof of attendance. 

d) A parent is any person who has parental responsibility 
or care of the child. Where admission arrangements 
refer to „parent.s attendance at church., it is sufficient 
for just one parent to attend. 

e) Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, 
adopted or foster brother or sister, step brother/sister, 
or the child of the parent/carer.s partner and, in 
every case, the child should be living in the same 
family unit at the same address. 
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Church Schools

General information about Church schools  
can be obtained from the appropriate  
Church of England or Catholic Diocesan 
Education Authorities. Addresses and 
telephone numbers are set out below.

Catholic Church
Reverend D Roberts, Director of Education, 
Diocese of Shrewsbury Schools Commission, 
2 Park Road South, Prenton CH43 4UX
Tel: 0151 652 9855
Fax: 0151 653 5172
Email: robertdm@talk21.com

Church of England
Mrs S Noakes, Assistant Director of Education 
Chester Diocesan Board of Education, 
Church House, 5500 Daresbury Park 
Daresbury, Cheshire, WA4 4GE
Email:  sue.noakes@chester.anglican.org
Visit:  www.chester.anglican.org/schools 

Neighbouring Local Authorities 
Cheshire East Authority 
School Admissions  
Floor 7, C/O Municipal Buildings, 
Earle Street, Crewe, CW1 2BJ
Tel:  0300 123 5012 
Fax:  01270 686491 
Email:  admissions@cheshireeast.gov.uk 

Halton Local Authority 
Rutland House, 
Halton Lea, Runcorn, WA7 2GW 
Tel:  0151 511 7271 /0151 5117338 
Email:  schooladmissions@halton.gov.uk 

Liverpool City Council 
Municipal Buildings 
Liverpool, L2 2DH
Tel:  0151 233 3006
Fax:  0151 225 6630
Email:  admissions@liverpool.gov.uk 

Shropshire Local Authority 
Admissions Team,  
Learning and Skills,  
The Shirehall, Abbey Foregate,  
Shrewsbury SY2 6ND 
Tel:  0345 6789008 
Fax:  01743 254500 
Email:  school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk 

Warrington Local Authority 
Families and Wellbeing Directorate,  
New Town House, Buttermarket Street,  
Warrington WA1 2NJ 
Tel:  01925 443322
Email:  schooladmissions@warrington.gov.uk 

Wirral Local Authority 
Children and Young Peoples Department, 
Hamilton Building, Conway Street,  
Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 4FD 
Tel:  0151 606 2020
Fax:  0151 666 4450 
Email:  hotdesk@wirral.gov.uk

Section 4:

Useful Cont
acts



73

Welsh Authorities

Should you wish to apply for a Welsh  
school you cannot state this preference  
on your Cheshire West and Chester  
application form you must contact  
the relevant authority for information. 

Flintshire Local Authority 
Admissions Team, Directorate of Lifelong Learning,  
County Hall, Mold, Flintshire CH7 6ND 
Tel:  01352 704068 
Fax:  01352 754202 
Email:  christine_roberts@flintshire.gov.uk 

Wrexham Local Authority 
School Admissions 
Children & Young People Service 
Wrexham Borough County Council 
3rd Floor Lambpit Street, Wrexham LL11 1AR
Tel:   01978 298991
Email:  admissions@wrexham.gov.uk

Cheshire West and Chester  
Authority Contacts

Education Welfare Service 
Northwich, Winsford and rural areas 
Tel:  01606 275759

Chester, Ellesmere Port and Neston
Tel:  0151 337 6809

Information Advice and Support Service
The Information Advice and Support Service can offer 
independent advice and support on matters relating  
to special educational needs and disability whether  
or not the child or young person has a statement of 
educational needs or an education health care plan. 

The service can provide information on child care 
options, including child minders, day nurseries, pre-
schools and out of school clubs, child care related 
benefits and information relating to family matters.

Information Advice and Support Service 
Ground Floor, 4 Civic Way, Ellesmere Port,  
Cheshire, CH65 0BE
Tel:  0800 0852863
E-mail:  ias.service@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Local Offer  
It’s where you will find information and services in  
one place, including information on Education, Health,  
Social Care, Childcare, Activities and many more...  

For more information please contact the Information 
Advice and Support Service.

Free School Meals Service
Tel:   0300 123 7021
Visit:  www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
 /schoolmeals

Special Educational Needs Team
Tel:  0300 123 8123
Email:  senteam@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Transport Enquires
Tel:  0300 123 7039
Visit:  www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/

schooltransport

Other Contacts

Department for Education  

(formally known as DCSF)

Visit:  www.education.gov.uk 

Office for Standards  

in Education (OFSTED)

Visit:  www.ofsted.gov.uk

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schoolmeals
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/schooltransport
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Did you find this guide helpful? 
Please answer the questions below, cut out this page and return it to the address at the foot of this page. 

Is there anything not covered in the guide which 
you think should be included in future? 

Do you have any other suggestions for  
improving it? 

Are you responding as a parent/governor/
Cheshire West and Chester employee/other? 
Please specify.

Please circle as appropriate. Did you find the guide:  Poor Very Good !

• clearly written?  1  2  3  4  5 

• easy to understand?  1  2  3  4  5 

• included the information you wanted? 1  2  3  4  5

• well laid out, so that you could find the sections you wanted?  1  2  3  4  5 

• helped you to understand the admission process in Cheshire West and Chester? 1  2  3  4  5

• Overall, how helpful did you find the guide 1  2  3  4  5

!

Thank you for your help. 
Please return to: 
The School Admissions Team,  
Wyvern House,  
The Drumber,  
Winsford,  
Cheshire CW7 1AH
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